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Not Paying the 
Political Levy 


Tj^OLLOWING THE amalgamation of 
the two unions, the Sheetmetal 
Workers and Coppersmiths and the 
Heating and Domestic Engineers, of 
which the latter was not politically 
affiliated, a ballot was held on this ques¬ 
tion of affiliation. The result was that 
the new union, now called the National 
Union of Sheetmetal Workers, Copper¬ 
smiths, Heating and Domestic Engineers, 
with 76,000 members, decided to dis¬ 
affiliate from the Labour Party. The 
voting figures were 6,003 for and 9,506 
against affiliation, which shows that only 
a small minority bothered to vote at all. 

However, Mr. Buck, the General 
Secretary of the new union, expressed 
his ‘extreme political disappointment*. 
He said: ‘Unfortunately the general 
feeling of the members of the union, who 
have expressed themselves on every occa¬ 
sion in opposition to the interference in 

collective hiiroaininv and in workers’ 


against interference with collective bar¬ 
gaining does indicate that these Metal 
Worker members are now against affilia¬ 
tion. The new union now joins the 
Pottery Workers in not paying the poli¬ 
tical levy to the Labour Party. Coal 
miners’ lodges in some districts have also 
stopped affiliation, as well as individual 
busmen and branches since the Govern¬ 
ment froze their £1 per week rise. 
GROWING DISILLUSIONMENT 

This disaffiliation is only a small part 
of the growing disillusionment with the 
Labour Government. Those trade 
unionists and leaders, who say that 
disaffiliation means that they can no 
longer exert pressure on the Government, 
are talking rubbish. The Government 
only understands pressure exerted by the 
force of industrial action. 

We, as Anarchists, welcome the 
refusal to pay the political levy. We 
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Crazy Gold Rush 


T^OR A NUMBER of years there has 
**■ been an increasing tendency among 
speculators to convert their dollar hold¬ 
ings into gold. This has been a reflec¬ 
tion of the growing loss of confidence 
in paper currencies and the feeling that 
it is better to play it safe by converting 
to solid and dependable gold. 

Since 1934, the price of gold has been 
fixed at $35 per ounce. The United 
States, as the largest trading nation, 
accepted the obligation to buy and sell 
at this fixed price. Because Britain also 
trades on a vast scale, both the Pound 
and the Dollar have been used as reserve 
currencies, with countries holding them 
for the purpose of their trading. As 
such, both currencies can be converted 
into gold, the dollar directly and the 
pound via the dollar. When confidence 
in these currencies is sound, then they 
are as good as gold, but once, through 
economic problems, the confidence fails, 
the currencies are converted. This hap¬ 
pened with the pound last year and now 
it is the dollar that is under attack. 

When countries were tied to the gold 
standard, any balance of payments deficit 
immediately created a run on gold. This 
reduced home spending and so deflation 
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whole business of confidence is crazy. 
France’s attack or De Gaulle’s jealousy 
of America’s power is only part of the 
story. 

America’s difficulties are similar to 
those of Britain, in that they have been 
running a huge balance of payments 
deficit for a long time now. By import¬ 
ing more than they export, they have, in 
fact, kept the economies of other coun¬ 
tries in a more or less healthy position. 
The Vietnam war has also been a very 
big contribution to this deficit and this 
could be the major factor in making 
President Johnson start peace negotia¬ 
tions. 

By attacking the dollar in this crazy 
panic stricken way, speculators could 
bring down the whole Western economy 
about their ears. For whether they like 
it or not (the French Government cer¬ 
tainly does not), the economies of the 
European nations are tied so much to 
America, that any crash there would 
soon hit hard in this country and on the 
continent. We could be heading for 
another 1931 slump, with world wide 
depression of trade resulting in the clos¬ 
ing of factories and huge unemployment. 

As the thirties showed, this did not 
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Crazy Gold Rush 


F OR A NUMBER of years there has 
been an increasing tendency among 
speculators to convert their dollar hold¬ 
ings into gold. This has been a reflec¬ 
tion of the growing loss of confidence 
in paper currencies and the feeling that 
it is better to play it safe by converting 
to solid and dependable gold. 

Since 1934, the price of gold has been 
fixed at $35 per ounce. The United 
States, as the largest trading nation, 
accepted the obligation to buy and sell 
at this fixed price. Because Britain also 
trades on a vast scale, both the Pound 
and the Dollar have been used as reserve 
currencies, with countries holding them 
for the purpose of their trading. As 
such, both currencies can be converted 
into gold, the dollar directly and the 
pound via the dollar. When confidence 
in these currencies is sound, then they 
are as good as gold, but once, through 
economic problems, the confidence fails, 
the currencies are converted. This hap¬ 
pened with the pound last year and now 
it is the dollar that is under attack. 

When countries were tied to the gold 
standard, any balance of payments deficit 
immediately created a run on gold. This 
reduced home spending and so deflation 
set in, with the resultant lowering of im¬ 
ports and increase in exports, which in 
turn corrected the deficit. But the 
method brought great stagnation and un¬ 
employment. With the present Gold 
Exchange Standard, gold reserves are 
supplemented by the reserve currencies. 

After the war, a conference at Bretton 
Woods in America, led to the forma¬ 
tion of the International Monetary Fund, 
to which each member country contri¬ 
buted and from which they could each 
get a loan when in need. This enabled 
countries, who have run balance of pay¬ 
ments deficits for long periods, to draw 
on the IMF without taking, or only 
gradually taking, the necessary corrective 
economic measures. This has allowed 
governments to regulate their economies 
without creating vast booms and their 
subsequent terrible depressions. 

The French Government, however, 
under the influence of M. Jacques Rueff, 
a 72-year-old economist and lawyer, has 
been predicting the revaluation of gold 



whole business of confidence is crazy. 
France’s attack or De Gaulle’s jealousy 
of America’s power is only part of the 
story. 

America’s difficulties are similar to 
those of Britain, in that they have been 
running a huge balance of payments 
deficit for a long time now. By import¬ 
ing more than they export, they have, in 
fact, kept the economies of other coun¬ 
tries in a more or less healthy position. 
The Vietnam war has also been a very 
big contribution to this deficit and this 
could be the major factor in making 
President Johnson start peace negotia¬ 
tions. 

By attacking the dollar in this crazy 
panic stricken way, speculators could 
bring down the whole Western economy 
about their ears. For whether they like 
it or not (the French Government cer¬ 
tainly does not), the economies of the 
European nations are tied so much to 
America, that any crash there would 
soon hit hard in this country and on the 
continent. We could be heading for 
another 1931 slump, with world wide 
depression of trade resulting in the clos¬ 
ing of factories and huge unemployment. 

As the thirties showed, this did not 
bring in socialism, but only reaction and 
fascism. We, as anarchists, should not 
welcome a collapse of this sort as some 
marxist friends do. It will not neces¬ 
sarily bring the social revolution, but 
only hardship and deprivation. At the 
same time we hold no faith in the 
present capitalist system. Governments 
and their economic advisers have devised 
means of combating the old boom and 
slump circle, but in the background 
looms the situation that a collapse is 
still possible. 

This will always be the position while 
people either support or go along with 
this system, which, as we have seen this 
week, is based on greed and power that 
will be satisfied no matter what the 
consequences are. 

P.T. 
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TT WILL BE plain to anarchists 
that very little truthful informa¬ 
tion comes out of Eastern Europe, 
apart from occasional statements 
such as that of the university lec¬ 
turers Kuron and Modzelewski on 
what they saw wrong with 
present-day Communist Poland, and 
the reasons for this. Most press re¬ 
ports in this country are thus com¬ 
ment rather than fact. 

Given this, it is nonetheless obvi¬ 
ous that Eastern Europe is moving 
away from its post - war Stalinist 
heritage, and has been since shortly 
after the death of Stalin, into a 
future that they know little more of 
than we do. The first wave of un¬ 
rest united peasants, workers and in¬ 
tellectuals against the economic 
and spiritual oppression of the rulers 
of Poland and Hungary and to a 
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accepted the obligation to buy and sell 
at this fixed price. Because Britain also 
trades on a vast scale, both the Pound 
and the Dollar have been used as reserve 
currencies, with countries holding them 
for the purpose of their trading. As 
such, both currencies can be converted 
into gold, the dollar directly and the 
pound via the dollar. When confidence 
in these currencies is sound, then they 
are as good as gold, but once, through 
economic problems, the confidence fails, 
the currencies are converted. This hap¬ 
pened with the pound last year and now 
it is the dollar that is under attack. 

When countries were tied to the gold 
standard, any balance of payments deficit 
immediately created a run on gold. This 
reduced home spending and so deflation 
set in, with the resultant lowering of im¬ 
ports and increase in exports, which in 
turn corrected the deficit. But the 
method brought great stagnation and un¬ 
employment. With the present Gold 
Exchange Standard, gold reserves are 
supplemented by the reserve currencies. 

After the war, a conference at Bretton 
Woods in America, led to the forma¬ 
tion of the International Monetary Fund, 
to which each member country contri¬ 
buted and from which they could each 
get a loan when in need. This enabled 
countries, who have run balance of pay¬ 
ments deficits for long periods, to draw 
on the IMF without taking, or only 
gradually taking, the necessary corrective 
economic measures. This has allowed 
governments to regulate their economies 
without creating vast booms and their 
subsequent terrible depressions. 

The French Government, however, 
under the influence of M. Jacques Rueff, 
a 72-year-old economist and lawyer, has 
been predicting the revaluation of gold 
and its being ‘returned to its proper place 
in the hierarchy of prices’. Now, with 
the two-tier system, the price will go up 
on the free market giving the speculators 
huge profits. It will also give South 
Africa and, more important, Russia much 
financial power as the biggest producers 
of gold. This run on gold is a direct 
attack on America’s position as the lead¬ 
ing manufacturing and trading nation of 
the world. It seems crazy, but then this 
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The Vietnam war has also been a very 
big contribution to this deficit and this 
could be the major factor in making 
President Johnson start peace negotia¬ 
tions. 
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By attacking the dollar in this crazy 
panic stricken way, speculators could 
bring down the whole Western economy 
about their ears. For whether they like 
it or not (the French Government cer¬ 
tainly does not), the economies of the 
European nations are tied so much to 
America, that any crash there would 
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soon hit hard in this country and on the 
continent. We could be heading for 
another 1931 slump, with world wide 
depression of trade resulting in the clos¬ 
ing of factories and huge unemployment. 

As the thirties showed, this did not 
bring in socialism, but only reaction and 
fascism. We, as anarchists, should not 
welcome a collapse of this sort as some 
marxist friends do. It will not neces¬ 
sarily bring the social revolution, but 
only hardship and deprivation. At the 
same time we hold no faith in the 
present capitalist system. Governments 
and their economic advisers have devised 
means of combating the old boom and 
slump circle, but in the background 
looms the situation that a collapse is 
still possible. 

This will always be the position while 
people either support or go along with 
this system, which, as we have seen this 
week, is based on greed and power that 
will be satisfied no matter what the 


consequences are. 
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TT WILL BE plain to anarchists 
that very little truthful informa¬ 
tion comes out of Eastern Europe, 
apart from occasional statements 
such as that of the university lec¬ 
turers Kuron and Modzelewski on 
what they saw wrong with 
present-day Communist Poland, and 
the reasons for this. Most press re¬ 
ports in this country are thus com¬ 
ment rather than fact. 

Given this, it is nonetheless obvi¬ 
ous that Eastern Europe is moving 
away from its post - war Stalinist 
heritage, and has been since shortly 
after the death of Stalin, into a 
future that they know little more of 
than we do. The first wave of un¬ 
rest united peasants, workers and in¬ 
tellectuals against the economic 
and spiritual oppression of the rulers 
of Poland and Hungary and to a 


1320 AND ALL THAT 


rpHE SCOTS NATIONALISTS are in 
the thick of an internal dispute. The 
SNP Council is to be asked to support 
an executive motion condemning the 
1320 Club as secret and subversive. This 
Club takes its name from the Declara¬ 
tion of Arbroath, six years after Ban¬ 
nockburn, which affirmed Scots indepen¬ 
dence. The document, signed by feudal 
chieftains and endorsed by Robert Bruce, 
also set some limits on the monarchy. 

Membership of the 1320 is by invita¬ 
tion only. Known members include 
several famous (or notorious) figures. 
However, they refuse to name names, 
claiming support amongst officers of the 
armed forces and senior civil servants. 
The Club certainly includes men with 
a lust for power; this is equally true of 
the National Party. No doubt it includes 
people who would use violence in some 
situations; this also is true of the SNP 
—or the anarchist movement. This clash 
between the Nationalist leadership and 
the 1320 is essentially a power struggle; 
after all, somebody is going to form a 
Scottish Government. 

Another rumpus in the Nationalist 
ranks was arisen in the mining area of 
West Fife. Local party members say 
the parliamentary candidate is too right 
wing. He replies ‘that depends how left 
wing they are. I’m in line with SNP 
policy. Class warfare will not lead to 
salvation for Scotland’. I read this in 
the Press and Journal. 

On the same page was a small item 
about a Montrose bricklayer who fell 
from a scaffold and broke both legs. He 
will seek compensation. The employers 
will say it was his own fault. Class war 
is no theory—it is a brutal fact of life. 
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Meanwhile, politicians of all parties 
are busy writing constitutions. For some 
it is already too late. The Labour Party 
has seen its support vanish into Scotch 
mist. Everybody is leaping on the band¬ 
wagon. The Scotsman ran a series on 
Home Rule. It suggested a ‘Federation 
of Nations’—separate parliaments for 
England, Scotland, Wales and (tempor¬ 
arily) Ulster, with the federal capital at 
York. The Times made sympathetic 
noises. This prompted a reply that The 
Times hadn’t understood and couldn’t 
possibly agree. The Scotsman then ex¬ 
celled itself by printing an enthusiastic 
full page article on Cornish Home Rule. 

Mrs. Winnie Ewing, MP for Hamil¬ 
ton, claims that ‘ independence ’ is less 
than three years away. This is not im¬ 
possible. The SNP could win a majority 
of Scots seats at the next election. They 
say that they will then set up a provi¬ 
sional assembly, with any MPs for other 
parties who care to co-operate. In fact, 
unilateral declaration of independence. 
Whether they will go through with it 
remains to be seen. 

There is a dark side to nationalism. 
However, the people of Scotland are 
showing a natural desire to control their 
own destiny. They’re going to be dis¬ 
appointed. Control will in fact remain 
in very few hands. The Nationalists say 
‘Let the battle lines be drawn’. Fair 
enough. The anarchist position is that 
any ‘Freedom’ which stops short of 
revolution is a snare and a delusion. 
Scotland’s anarchists fight for a free 
society, confident that, in Rabbie’s words, 
‘It’s coming yet for a’ that’. 


Dave Coull. 


sive measures agai 
sition, including tt 
senior governmer 
children happenec 
disillusioned perse 
pared to say so p 
Semitism has b< 
service. 

There is as yet 
scale worker or 
was their pressi 
about the revo 
Russian troops 
Poland are a con 
Poles of what cou 
five times in two 
Russians have occ 
four times the Ge 

The Czechs are 
not having any I 
their soil; intelle 
on the Party in exj 
as did those of Po 
in 1956, whilst m 
and peacefully th; 
revolutions. The 
Stalinists, headed 
Novotny, and the 
ists’ led by the ne 
Dubcek, spurred 
of the writers an 
last week the M 
terior resigned unc 
—an almost unpr< 
ing in communist 
Not long before, 
received a public 
behaviour in a sti 
tion last autumn 
there is so far littl 
or peasants’ partic 
although the conse 







idence is crazy. 
Gaulle’s jealousy 
only part of the 

are similar to 
: they have been 
ce of payments 
low. By import- 
>rt, they have, in 
5 of other coun- 
healthy position, 
ilso been a very 

deficit and this 
ictor in making 
: peace negotia- 


Genocide Square: Reports, Comments, Letters. 
Pages 2 &, 3 


Unrest in 


ar in this crazy 
peculators could 
Western economy 
whether they like 
Government cer- 
:onomies of the 
ied so much to 
sh there would 
antry and on the 


Eastern Europe 


be heading for 
rith world wide 
Iting in the clos- 
2 unemployment. 
2 d, this did not 
nly reaction and 
lists, should not 
his sort as some 
will not neces- 
revolution, but 
rivation. At the 
to faith in the 
a. Governments 
;ers have devised 
2 old boom and 
the background 
it a collapse is 


le position while 
r go along with 
e have seen this 
and power that 
aatter what the 


P.T. 


JT WILL BE plain to anarchists 
that very little truthful informa¬ 
tion comes out of Eastern Europe, 
apart from occasional statements 
such as that of the university lec¬ 
turers Kuron and Modzelewski on 
what they saw Jj wrong with 
present-day Communist Poland, and 
the reasons for this. Most press re¬ 
ports in this country are thus com¬ 
ment rather than fact. 

Given this, it is nonetheless obvi¬ 
ous that Eastern Europe is moving 
away from its post - war Stalinist 
heritage, and has been since shortly 
after the death of Stalin, into a 
future that they know little more of 
than we do. The first wave of un¬ 
rest united peasants, workers and in¬ 
tellectuals against the economic 
and spiritual oppression of the rulers 
of Poland and Hungary and to a 
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lesser extent most of the other 
Russian satellites, in 1955-6. 

Writers and students have played 
a leading part in such events, both 
in 1955-6 and since. In recent years, 
the debate ‘has been largely an 
academic one, but in Poland and 
Czechoslovakia over the last six 
months their agitation has intensi¬ 
fied, and signs of it have appeared 
in Russia too, in the continued cir¬ 
culation of underground literature, 
and the trials of groups of writers 
for participation in its reading, writ¬ 
ing or dissemination. 

In Poland, a renewed outburst of 
anti-Russian feeling following the 
banning of a popular play by 
Mickiewicz (a Nineteenth-Century 
romantic Polish ‘Shakespeare’) has 
united writers and students against 
a regime whose failure to fulfil the 
promise of the peaceful revolution 
of October, 1956, has led to its 
moral isolation and its use of repres¬ 
sive measures against political oppo¬ 
sition, including the sacking of three 
senior government officials whose 


hard to convince the workers that 
more political and economic free¬ 
dom as demanded by the intellec¬ 
tuals will mean a lowering of living 
standards. 


It is still much too early to talk 
about any final results, but there has 
been an awakening of intellectual 
awareness in both Czechoslovakia 
and Poland. Anarchists will wel¬ 
come this growth of individual and 
collective freedom, but should not 
expect any more than this for some 
time to come. Czechoslovakia maj 
well become some sort of parliamen¬ 
tary democracy: Poland, however, 
could easily revert to its Nineteenth- 
Century pattern of anti-Russian re¬ 
volt, and no one has a desire to see 
that happen again. So far, the 
Czechoslovak government has suc¬ 
cessfully controlled the intellectual 
protest from below, but the Polish 
government has not. ‘Marxism- 
Leninism’ is rapidly losing ground 
as the political ice melts and ‘prag¬ 
matism’ becomes the basis for politi¬ 
cal policy. A peaceful Hun ears, 
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TT WILL BE plain to anarchists 
that very little truthful informa¬ 
tion comes out of Eastern Europe, 
apart from occasional statements 
such as that of the university lec¬ 
turers Kuron and Modzelewski on 
what they saw wrong with 
present-day Communist Poland, and 
the reasons for this. Most press re¬ 
ports in this country are thus com¬ 
ment rather than fact. 

Given this, it is nonetheless obvi¬ 
ous that Eastern Europe is moving 
away from its post - war Stalinist 
heritage, and has been since shortly 
after the death of Stalin, into a 
future that they know little more of 
than we do. The first wave of un¬ 
rest united peasants, workers and in¬ 
tellectuals against the economic 
and spiritual oppression of the rulers 
of Poland and Hungary and to a 
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Meanwhile, politicians of all parties 
are busy writing constitutions. For some 
it is already too late. The Labour Party 
has seen its support vanish into Scotch 
mist. Everybody is leaping on the band¬ 
wagon. The Scotsman ran a series on 
Home Rule. It suggested a ‘Federation 
of Nations’—separate parliaments for 
England, Scotland, Wales and (tempor¬ 
arily) Ulster, with the federal capital at 
York. The Times made sympathetic 
noises. This prompted a reply that The 
Times hadn’t understood and couldn’t 
possibly agree. The Scotsman then ex¬ 
celled itself by printing an enthusiastic 
full page article on Cornish Home Rule. 

Mrs. Winnie Ewing, MP for Hamil¬ 
ton, claims that ‘ independence* is less 
than three years away. This is not im¬ 
possible. The SNP could win a majority 
of Scots seats at the next election. They 
say that they will then set up a provi¬ 
sional assembly, with any MPs for other 
parties who care to co-operate. In fact, 
unilateral declaration of independence. 
Whether they will go through with it 
remains to be seen. 

There is a dark side to nationalism. 
However, the people of Scotland are 
showing a natural desire to control their 
own destiny. They’re going to be dis¬ 
appointed. Control will in fact remain 
in very few hands. The Nationalists say 
‘Let the battle lines be drawn’. Fair 
enough. The anarchist position is that 
any ‘Freedom’ which stops short of 
revolution is a snare and a delusion. 
Scotland’s anarchists fight for a free 
society, confident that, in Rabbie’s words, 
‘It’s coming yet for a’ that’. 

Dave Coull. 


lesser extent most of the other 
Russian satellites, in 1955-6. 

Writers and students have played 
a leading part in such events, both 
in 1955-6 and since. In recent years, 
the debate has been largely an 
academic one, but in Poland aad 
Czechoslovakia over the last six 
months their agitation has intensi¬ 
fied, and signs of it have appeared 
in Russia too, in the continued cir¬ 
culation of underground literature, 
and the trials of groups of writers 
for participation in its reading, writ¬ 
ing or dissemination. 

In Poland, a renewed outburst of 
anti-Russian feeling following the 
banning of a popular play by 
Mickiewicz (a Nineteenth-Century 
romantic Polish ‘Shakespeare’) has 
united writers and students against 
a regime whose failure to fulfil the 
promise of the peaceful revolution 
of October, 1956, has led to its 
moral isolation and its use of repres¬ 
sive measures against political oppo¬ 
sition, including the sacking of three 
senior government officials whose 
children happened to be just such 
disillusioned persons and were pre¬ 
pared to say so publicly; even anti- 
Semitism has been pressed into 
service. 

There is as yet no sign of large- 
scale worker or peasant unrest; it 
was their pressure that brought 
about the revolution of 1956. 
Russian troops still stationed in 
Poland are a constant reminder to 
Poles of what could happen again— 
five times in two hundred years the 
Russians have occupied Poland, and 
four times the Germans. 

The Czechs are more fortunate in 
not having any Russian troops on 
their soil; intellectuals are urging 
on the Party in exactly the same way 
as did those of Poland and Hungary 
in 1956, whilst moving more slowly 
and peacefully than either of those 
revolutions. The fight is between 
Stalinists, headed by the President, 
Novotny, and the ‘liberal commun¬ 
ists’ led by the new Party Secretary 
Dubcek, spurred on by the efforts 
of the writers and students. Only 
last week the Minister of the In¬ 
terior resigned under public pressure 
—an almost unprecedented happen¬ 
ing in communist Eastern Europe. 
Not long before, the students had 
received a public apology for police 
behaviour in a students’ demonstra¬ 
tion last autumn. As in Poland, 
there is so far little sign of workers’ 
or peasants’ participational pressure, 
although the conservatives are trying 


hard to convince the workers that 
more political and economic free¬ 
dom as demanded by the intellec¬ 
tuals will mean a lowering of living 
standards. 

It is still much too early to talk 
about any final results, but there has 
been an awakening of intellectual 
awareness in both Czechoslovakia 
and Poland. Anarchists will wel¬ 
come this growth of individual and 
collective freedom, but should not 
expect any more than this for some 
time to come. Czechoslovakia may 
well become some sort of parliamen¬ 
tary democracy: Poland, however, 
could easily revert to its Nineteenth- 
Century pattern of anti-Russian re¬ 
volt, and no one has a desire to see 
that happen again. So far, the 
Czechoslovak government has suc¬ 
cessfully controlled the intellectual 
protest from below, but the Polish 
government has not. ‘Marxism- 
Leninism’ is rapidly losing ground 
as the political ice melts and ‘prag¬ 
matism’ becomes the basis for politi¬ 
cal policy. A peaceful Hungary 
could be the basis for further 
liberalisation: for this, Czecho¬ 
slovakia and Roumania stand the 
best chances, as they have no 
Russian troops in their countries. 
The rest could follow, but Russia 
herself will have to change first, at 
least in regard to Eastern Germany. 
While Russia moves towards a sys¬ 
tem of managerial capitalism. 
Eastern Europe has a long way to 
go before escaping continuing 
Russian economic and political 
domination, and before any sort of 
popular revolution can hope to be 
successful. M.M. 


ANARCHY IN ACTON 

'PNCOURAGED BY THE 18.1% 
‘swing’ to the anarchists noted at 
the recent S. Kensington by-election 
(58.1% poll down to 40%), local anarch¬ 
ists and libertarians are running a 
‘Refuse to Vote’ campaign for the by- 
election to be held (we believe) later this 
month in Acton. 

There will be street corner meetings 
every Saturday at 2 p.m. at Acton Mar¬ 
ket, from now to the carnival, also loud¬ 
speaker tours, leafletting, etc., to encour¬ 
age the people to commit themselves to 
the task of transforming these already 
healthy signs of cynicism and disgust 
with power politics, into more anarcho- 
positive and revolutionary activity. 

Offers of help please to Malcolm Miles 
(EAL 2955) and Jim Huggon (VIK 1093), 
Paddy Fields. 
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I WAS IN THE FRONT LINE of the 
demonstrators, linking arms with those 
on each side, when the foot police 
charged our section of the line with the 
mounted police close behind them. 

The tactic seemed to be to bend the line 
and then pick out those exposed in front 
of the line. At the point where I was 
standing it would have been impossible 
to retreat even if we had wanted to— 
there was too great a crush of people 
behind us, thrusting forward. In any 
case I was grabbed by the lapels by a 
policeman and pulled forward far enough 
to prevent the other demonstrators pulling 
me back to safety—that particular sector 
was being pushed back by mounted and 
foot police together. 

As soon as the policeman, name J. 
Wright, number C597, had me on the 
ground, two other policemen rushed up 
and started hauling me by my coat collar 
and tie behind the police horses which 
were now retreating again. 

As soon as they had me behind the 
line of police horses, that is to say on the 
grass out of sight of the demonstrators, 
they began kicking me around, chiefly 
knees in the stomach and kicks on the 
shins. The technique was to say: ‘Stand 
up, you bastard’ and, as one struggled to 
one’s feet, to bang one on the head and 
kick one’s shins so that one fell down 
again. 

These three policemen, including the 
one mentioned above, then hauled and 
pushed me towards the fence dividing the 
square from the roadway in front of the 
American Embassy. They did this al¬ 
though I was offering no resistance and 
had never done so since the moment I 
was hauled out of the front row of the 
demonstrators, in fact I doubled up on 
the ground when the other two policemen 
came running up, to protect my face and 
stomach. 

As we approached the dividing fence, 
a row of policemen stretched along the 
fence on the pavement side jeered at me, 
shook their fists or beckoned, shouting 
phrases such as: ‘Bring that one to me’, 
‘I’ll have that one’ and ‘Give it him 
good’. 

When we got to the fence, I was still 
protesting that I would walk quietly 
wherever they wanted me to go, but I 
was dragged at full-length over the top 
of the fence, with policemen on the 
other side heaving and punching me on 
the way. 

I was then frogmarched into a waiting 
bus, with the above-mentioned policeman 
holding me by the back of my collar 
and one hand behind my back. 

As I was pushed up the steps into the 
bus, a policewomen sitting in the front 
left seat of the bus gave me a smart slap 
on my cheek as I went past her. The 
time must have been about 6.15 p.m. I 
was too astonished to react or ask her 
what the blow was for: perhaps, I 
thought, this was usual practice for 
policewomen under such circumstances. 

I was then thrown into a seat imme¬ 
diately behind this policewoman (she had 
blonde hair, but I did not get her num¬ 
ber), with Policeman C597 still gripping 
me by the collar. After several protests 


by myself he let go my collar but kept 
it along the back of the seat so that I 
could not lean back. 

I spoke to the policewoman in front 
of me who had slapped me as I was 
thrown into the bus, and as I began to 
ask her why she had hit me she turned 
round to me and said: ‘Did you punch 
me in the back on purpose?’ 

I was flabbergasted. All I could find 
to say was: ‘I’ve never seen you before 
in my life.’ And then: ‘Were you in the 
garden?’ meaning that if she had been 
involved in the melee, which seemed 
highly unlikely, I might have been 
pushed into her. But I didn’t get any 
reply, so I suppose that her slap on the 
face was a routine reserved for all those 
being pushed into the bus. 

A girl, who was pushed into the bus 
soon after me, was being dragged along 
by her coat and hair, and shoved brutally 
into the bus where she sat weeping and 
hysterical. I was not able to talk to her 
since my particular police custodian 
seemed anxious not to let me communi¬ 
cate with other arrested people in the bus. 

When we reached Paddington Police 
Station we were bundled out in batches, 
and my particular policeman, C597, 
seemed to be still in a state of physical 
and psychological shock. 

Having repeatedly called me ‘Filth’ on 
the bus, despite the fact that I was rather 
neatly dressed even after my pummelling 
and being dragged over the grass and 
through the fence, he still insisted on 
frogmarching me into the Police Station; 
one hand on back of collar, the other 
twisting my right arm behind my back. 

I protested once again, and he told me 
he was afraid I might try to run away. 
I refused to give him my name during 
the bus ride, or say anything except that 
I would ask to phone a solicitor as soon 
as we got to the police station. 

We reached Paddington Police Station 
about 6.45 p.m. After waiting about 
three-quarters of an hour in the charge 
room, I was ushered in front of the 
Station Officer, gave him my name, 
address and profession, and again asked 
to be allowed to phone a solicitor. I 
refused to let them take my fingerprints 
pending consultation with a solicitor. 

I was then taken below to the cells, 
still gripped in the same absurd way by 
the policeman who had arrested me. Be¬ 
fore being put into the communal cell, 
another policeman took down the tele¬ 
phone number of the solicitor I wished 
to call. 

When I entered this cell, there were 
about a dozen other accused already 
there. I waited there from about 7.30 
p.m. and from this time onwards the 
population grew, one by one, until by 
10 p.m. there were 53 people in this cell 
which measured about 12 ft. x 20 ft., 
several of them injured and bleeding, 
others suffering from shock, and not 
enough benches for more than a small 
proportion of the occupants. 

By 10 p.m. there was not even enough 
room for people to sit on the floor except 
at the risk of being crushed by those 
around them. There was no ventilation. 
The one window was not only barred 
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again. 

These three policemen, including the 
one mentioned above, then hauled and 
pushed me towards the fence dividing the 
square from the roadway in front of the 
American Embassy. They did this al¬ 
though I was offering no resistance and 
had never done so since the moment I 
was hauled out of the front row of the 
demonstrators, in fact I doubled up on 
the ground when the other two policemen 
came running up, to protect my face and 
stomach. 

As we approached the dividing fence, 
a row of policemen stretched along the 
fence on the pavement side jeered at me, 
shook their fists or beckoned, shouting 
phrases such as: ‘Bring that one to me’, 
‘I’ll have that one’ and ‘Give it him 
good’. 

When we got to the fence, I was still 
protesting that I would walk quietly 
wherever they wanted me to go, but I 
was dragged at full-length over the top 
of the fence, with policemen on the 
other side heaving and punching me on 
the way. 

I was then frogmarched into a waiting 
bus, with the above-mentioned policeman 
holding me by the back of my collar 
and one hand behind my back. 

As I was pushed up the steps into the 
bus, a policewomen sitting in the front 
left seat of the bus gave me a smart slap 
on my cheek as I went past her. The 
time must have been about 6.15 p.m. I 
was too astonished to react or ask her 
what the blow was for: perhaps, I 
thought, this was usual practice for 
policewomen under such circumstances. 

I was then thrown into a seat imme¬ 
diately behind this policewoman (she had 
blonde hair, but I did not get her num¬ 
ber), with Policeman C597 still gripping 
me by the collar. After several protests 
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the bus, despite the fact that I was rather 
neatly dressed even after my pummelling 
and being dragged over the grass and 
through the fence, he still insisted on 
frogmarching me into the Police Station; 
one hand on back of collar, the other 
twisting my right arm behind my back. 

I protested once again, and he told me 
he was afraid I might try to run away. 
I refused to give him my name during 
the bus ride, or say anything except that 
I would ask to phone a solicitor as soon 
as we got to the police station. 

We reached Paddington Police Station 
about 6.45 p.m. After waiting about 
three-quarters of an hour in the charge 
room, I was ushered in front of the 
Station Officer, gave him my name, 
address and profession, and again asked 
to be allowed to phone a solicitor. I 
refused to let them take my fingerprints 
pending consultation with a solicitor. 

I was then taken below to the cells, 
still gripped in the same absurd way by 
the policeman who had arrested me. Be¬ 
fore being put into the communal cell, 
another policeman took down the tele¬ 
phone number of the solicitor I wished 
to call. 

When I entered this cell, there were 
about a dozen other accused already 
there. I waited there from about 7.30 
p.m. and from this time onwards the 
population grew, one by one, until by 
10 p.m. there were 53 people in this cell 
which measured about 12 ft. x 20 ft., 
several of them injured and bleeding, 
others suffering from shock, and not 
enough benches for more than a small 
proportion of the occupants. 

By 10 p.m. there was not even enough 
room for people to sit on the floor except 
at the risk of being crushed by those 
around them. There was no ventilation. 
The one window was not only barred 
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CAMPAIGN FOR THE RELEASE OF OCTAVIO ALBEROLA! 


LONDON FEDERATION OF ANARCHISTS. 

c/o Libra House, 256 Pentonville Road, London, 
N.l. Business meetings first Sunday of the month. 
For details apply to LFA. 

LEWISHAM. Contact Mike Malet, 61B Gran¬ 
ville Park, Lewisham, London, S.E.13. Phone: 
01-852 8879 

EALING ANARCHIST GROUP. Get into 
touch with Ken King, 54 Norwood Road, 
Southall. 

KING’S CROSS GROUP, c/o Libra House, 256 
Pentonville Road, London, N.l. 

S.W. LONDON LIBERTARIANS. Contact: 14 
Clapham Court, King’s Avenue (Acre Lane end), 
S.W.4. 

OFF-CENTRE LONDON 
DISCUSSION MEETINGS 
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and Mary Canipa’s, 21 Rumbold Road, S.W.6 
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and Irene Roouna’s, now at 13 Savernake Road, 
London, N.W.3. 

REGIONAL FEDERATIONS 
AND GROUPS 

ABERDEEN ANARCHISTS meet 1st and 3rd 
Wednesdays of month at M. Dey’s, 142 Walker 
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3 Sinclair Road. Correspondence to either address. 
ABERDEEN ANARCHIST FEDERATION (SWF 
local group, Folk Song Workshop and Committee 
of 100, Collater Climbing Club). Contact Iain 
MacDonald. 15 Cotton Street, Aberdeen 
BIRMINGHAM LIBERTARIAN AND ANAR¬ 
CHIST GROUP. All anarchists, syndicalists, 
individualists, etc., please contact Geoff and 
Caroline Charlton, 32 Swindon Road, Edgbaston, 
Birmingham 17 (near Portland Road). Note new 
address. 

BOLTON. Get in touch with Les Smith, 22 
Grosvenor Street. Bolton, Lancs. 

BOURNEMOUTH AND EAST DORSET 
ANARCHISTS. Please contact John McCain, 
14 Milton Road, Bournemouth (B’m’th 22279) 
or Tim Deane, Juliet, West Moors, Wimborne, 
Dorset (Ferndown 3588). 

BRIGHTON. Get in touch with Nick Heath, 
Flat 3, 26 Clifton Road, Brighton. Poetry read- 


inga o rooi i^onee 




jl uui v aiicy 


Brighton. 

BRISTOL ANARCHISTS. Contact Susie Fishe 
and Adam Nicholson at 15 The Paragon, Bristol, 8 
FIFE LIBERTARIANS. Contact Bob and Un 
Turnbull, 39 Stratheden Park, Stratheden Hospital 
by Cupar, Fife. 

GLASGOW ANARCHIST GROUP ONE. Cor 
respondence to Robert Lynn, 2b Saracen Hea< 
Lane, Glasgow, C.l. 

HERTS. Contact either Stuart Mitchell at Soutl 
View, Potters Heath Lane, Potters Heath 
Welwyn, Herts OR Jeff Cloves, 46 Hughendo: 
Road Marshalswick, St. Albans, Herts 
IPSWICH ANARCHISTS. Contact Neil Dean, 7 
Cemetery Road, Ipswich, Suffolk. 

KILBURN, LONDON. Contact Andrew Dewai 
16 Kilburn House, Malvern Place, London 
N.W.6. Meetings 8 p.m. every Tuesday 
LEICESTER PROJECT. Peace / Libertaria 

action and debate. Every Wednesday at 8 p.rr 
at 1 The Crescent. King Street, Leicester. 
NORTH SOMERSET ANARCHIST GROUP 
Contact Roy Emery, 3 Abbey Street, Bath, o 
Geoffrey Barfoot, 71 St. Thomas Street, Wells. 
NOTTING HILL. Please get in touch with Joh 
Bennett and Marilyn Paddy, Flat 4, 88 Clarendo 
Road, London, W.ll. Tel.: 727 9745. Meeting 
every Monday at 7 p.m. 

ORPINGTON ANARCHIST GROUP. Knockholt 
Nr. Sevenoaks, Kent. Fverv six weeks at Green 
ways, Knockholt. Phone: Knockholt 2316. Briai 
and Maureen Richardson. 

Meeting: March 23, 7.30 p.m. The relevance o 
voluntary action in our society. Discussion. 
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Alan Ross, 116 Belmont Road, Reading, Berks 
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EPPING. John Barrick, 14 Centre Avenue, 
Epping, Essex- 
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by myself he let go my collar but kept 
it along the back of the seat so that I 
could not lean back. 

I spoke to the policewoman in front 
of me who had slapped me as I was 
thrown into the bus; and as I began to 
ask her why she had hit me she turned 
round to me and said: ‘Did you punch 
me in the back on purpose?’ 

I was flabbergasted. All I could find 
to say was: ‘Eve never seen you before 
in my life.’ And then: ‘Were you in the 
garden?’ meaning that if she had been 
involved in the melee, which seemed 
highly unlikely, I might have been 
pushed into her. But I didn’t get any 
reply, so I suppose that her slap on the 
face was a routine reserved for all those 
being pushed into the bus. 

A girl, who was pushed into the bus 
soon after me, was being dragged along 
by her coat and hair, and shoved brutally 
into the bus where she sat weeping and 
hysterical. I was not able to talk to her 
since my particular police custodian 
seemed anxious not to let me communi¬ 
cate with other arrested people in the bus. 

When we reached Paddington Police 
Station we were bundled out in batches, 
and my particular policeman, C597, 
seemed to be still in a state of physical 
and psychological shock. 

Having repeatedly called me ‘Filth’ on 
the bus, despite the fact that I was rather 
neatly dressed even after my pummelling 
and being dragged over the grass and 
through the fence, he still insisted on 
frogmarching me into the Police Station; 
one hand on back of collar, the other 
twisting my right arm behind my back. 

I protested once again, and he told me 
he was afraid I might try to run away. 
I refused to give him my name during 
the bus ride, or say anything except that 
I would ask to phone a solicitor as soon 
as we got to the police station. 

We reached Paddington Police Station 
about 6.45 p.m. After waiting about 
three-quarters of an hour in the charge 
room, I was ushered in front of the 
Station Officer, gave him my name, 
address and profession, and again asked 
to be allowed to phone a solicitor. I 
refused to let them take my fingerprints 
pending consultation with a solicitor. 

I was then taken below to the cells, 
still gripped in the same absurd way by 
the policeman who had arrested me. Be¬ 
fore being put into the communal cell, 
another policeman took down the tele¬ 
phone number of the solicitor I wished 
to call. 

When I entered this cell, there were 
about a dozen other accused already 
there. I waited there from about 7.30 
p.m. and from this time onwards the 
population grew, one by one, until by 
10 p.m. there were 53 people in this cell 
which measured about 12 ft. x 20 ft., 
several of them injured and bleeding, 
others suffering from shock, and not 
enough benches for more than a small 
proportion of the occupants. 

By 10 p.m. there was not even enough 
room for people to sit on the floor except 
at the risk of being crushed by those 
around them. There was no ventilation. 
The one window was not only barred 


but sealed so that neither frames could 
be moved. 

I was called out at 10 p.m. and allowed 
bail in my own recognizance of £20, to 
appear at Marlborough Magistrates 
Court at 10 p.m. on Tuesday, March 19. 
I was not again asked to let my finger¬ 
prints be taken. 

My observations during the period I 
was in the front line of the demonstrators 
facing the foot and mounted police oppo¬ 
site the side facade of the American 
Embassy: 

I was disgusted by the brutality and 
senseless violence of the police in this 
sector. My own view is that the violence 
that exploded on both sides was largely 
due to the presence of mounted police. 
Their horses constantly backed into the 
crowd, with the mounted officers wielding 
short leather covered truncheons and 
their boot-heels indiscriminately. 

I saw one young man, who was already 
on his knees, being trampled by a horse 
which its rider was deliberately urging 
over his prostrate body. I saw a young 
woman, hemmed in by the crowd on all 
sides, kicked in the side of the face by 
another mounted policeman. I saw 
another young woman, with long hair, 
who had become isolated from the front 
line of demonstrators, seized savagely 
by her hair by a foot policeman 
and her neck twisted round while another 
policeman hit her body with a truncheon. 


My own observation of the crowd in 
my immediate vicinity is that, on the 
contrary, they did their best to save the 
police from the senseless violence the 
police had provoked. On two separate 
occasions, I saw policemen who had 
fallen among the crowd saved from being 
trampled on by demonstrators ringing 
arms around him and holding the crowd 
back. 

In one instance, where a policeman had 
fallen some way behind the front line 
of the demonstrators, it was the demon¬ 
strators themselves who kept a space 
around the policeman, notified the police 
forces in front and formed a cordon so 
that they could come into the crowd and 
bring the man out. 

My general view of the foot and 
mounted police in the line confronting 
us in front of the American Embassy is 
that the majority, including officers, had 
lost both their temper and their nerve. 
The policeman who dragged me from the 
front row of the crowd, showed all the 
signs of a manic paranoid state, white 
face, clenched teeth, staring eyes with 
pupils dilated, unprovoked aggressive 
actions (including the way he manhandled 
me all the way from the Square to the 
Police Station). 

The worst aspect, I think, is the way 
that the police pummelled arrested per¬ 
sons as soon as they had got them out of 
the sight of the crowd, between the row 
of mounted police and the line of foot 
police lining the pavement running 
round the Square. Then their fury and 
their obscene language was unleashed 
with full fury. It was a disgusting sight, 
and an unpleasant experience. 

Simon Watson Taylor. 


ChineseRejectAnorchist Letter 


Text of letter which was handed in to 
The Charge d’Affaires of The People's 
Republic of China, after a march from 
the Embankment : 

TOE ARE SOME of the hundreds of 
thousands of people who are con¬ 
cerned for the suffering of the people of 
Vietnam, and we have on many occa¬ 
sions made our protest as best we can 
to the rulers of the United States and we 
give as much support as we are able to 
the people in America who are striving to 
bring to an end the suffering and death 
being inflicted on the people of Vietnam 
by United States forces. 

‘But not all the killing and torture of 
the Vietnamese people is being done by 
the Americans; the National Liberation 
Front and the People’s Republic of 
North Vietnam are also showing them¬ 
selves determined to prolong the agony 
of the people of Vietnam. And it is not 
only the Republic of South Vietnam that 
is aided by foreign powers in continuing 
the civil war. 

‘We know that there are no Chinese 
troops in Vietnam as there are American, 
but your Government is aiding one of 
the combatants and contributing to the 
continuation of the war. 

‘We are anarchists and do not put our 
faith in any government. But you, Sir, 
and the rulers of your country are also 
men, and it is as men we approach you; 
as men who claim to hold a creed that 


has at heart the liberation and well-being 
of human beings. 

‘Dead, the people of Vietnam can be 
neither Communist nor Imperialist. Too 
many of them are already dead, and too 
many of the living are merely victims of 
a cruel struggle for victory. The people 
of Vietnam need peace more than they 
need the victory of either side. 

‘The conscience of a great part of the 
world is roused to persuade and press 
the American Government to draw back 
from its path of destruction. We believe 
that your Government is in a position to 
bring a like influence to bear on the 
other side in this war. We are asking 
you, and presuming to say that it is your 
duty, as it is of all men, simply as human 
beings to do no less than you can to 
stop the killing by North and South 
Vietnamese of their brothers. Their 
brothers, and ours, and yours. 

Members of 

Harlow Anarchist Federation, 
Lewisham Anarchist Group, 
Fulham Anarchists and Others.’ 

17.3.68 

This letter was ‘ rejected’ by the Chinese 
official who said, 7 cannot accept your 
views and I must reject your letter '. 
Comrades then went on to distribute a 
leaflet at Douglas House, an American 
servicemen’s club, in Bayswater, calling 
on the US servicemen not to fight in 
Vietnam. 
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neatly dressed even after my pummelling 
and being dragged over the grass and 
through the fence, he still insisted on 
frogmarching me into the Police Station; 
one hand on back of collar, the other 
twisting my right arm behind my back. 

I protested once again, and he told me 
he was afraid I might try to run away. 
I refused to give him my name during 
the bus ride, or say anything except that 
I would ask to phone a solicitor as soon 
as we got to the police station. 

We reached Paddington Police Station 
about 6.45 p.m. After waiting about 
three-quarters of an hour in the charge 
room, I was ushered in front of the 
Station Officer, gave him my name, 
address and profession, and again asked 
to be allowed to phone a solicitor. I 
refused to let them take my fingerprints 
pending consultation with a solicitor. 

I was then taken below to the cells, 
still gripped in the same absurd way by 
the policeman who had arrested me. Be¬ 
fore being put into the communal cell, 
another policeman took down the tele¬ 
phone number of the solicitor I wished 
to call. 

When I entered this cell, there were 
about a dozen other accused already 
there. I waited there from about 7.30 
p.m. and from this time onwards the 
population grew, one by one, until by 
10 p.m. there were 53 people in this cell 
which measured about 12 ft. x 20 ft., 
several of them injured and bleeding, 
others suffering from shock, and not 
enough benches for more than a small 
proportion of the occupants. 

By 10 p.m. there was not even enough 
room for people to sit on the floor except 
at the risk of being crushed by those 
around them. There was no ventilation. 
The one window was not only barred 


policeman hit her body with a truncheon. Simon Watson Taylor. 

Chinese Reject Anaichisf letter 


Text of letter which was handed in to 
The Charge d’Affaires of The People’s 
Republic of China, after a march from 
the Embankment : 

ARE SOME of the hundreds of 
thousands of people who are con¬ 
cerned for the suffering of the people of 
Vietnam, and we have on many occa¬ 
sions made our protest as best we can 
to the rulers of the United States and we 
give as much support as we are able to 
the people in America who are striving to 
bring to an end the suffering and death 
being inflicted on the people of Vietnam 
by United States forces. 

‘But not all the killing and torture of 
the Vietnamese people is being done by 
the Americans; the National Liberation 
Front and the People’s Republic of 
North Vietnam are also showing them¬ 
selves determined to prolong the agony 
of the people of Vietnam. And it is not 
only the Republic of South Vietnam that 
is aided by foreign powers in continuing 
the civil war. 

‘We know that there are no Chinese 
troops in Vietnam as there are American, 
but your Government is aiding one of 
the combatants and contributing to the 
continuation of the war. 

‘We are anarchists and do not put our 
faith in any government. But you, Sir, 
and the rulers of your country are also 
men, and it is as men we approach you; 
as men who claim to hold a creed that 


has at heart the liberation and well-being 
of human beings. 

‘Dead, the people of Vietnam can be 
neither Communist nor Imperialist. Too 
many of them are already dead, and too 
many of the living are merely victims of 
a cruel struggle for victory. The people 
of Vietnam need peace more than they 
need the victory of either side. 

‘The conscience of a great part of the 
world is roused to persuade and press 
the American Government to draw back 
from its path of destruction. We believe 
that your Government is in a position to 
bring a like influence to bear on the 
other side in this war. We are asking 
you, and presuming to say that it is your 
duty, as it is of all men, simply as human 
beings to do no less than you can to 
stop the killing by North and South 
Vietnamese of their brothers. Their 
brothers, and ours, and yours. 

Members of 

Harlow Anarchist Federation, 
Lewisham Anarchist Group, 
Fulham Anarchists and Others.’ 

17.3.68 

This letter was ' rejected’ by the Chinese 
official who said, 7 cannot accept your 
views and 1 must reject your letter’. 
Comrades then went on to distribute a 
leaflet at Douglas House, an American 
servicemen’s club, in Bayswater, calling 
on the US servicemen not to fight in 
Vietnam. 
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Brighton. 

BRISTOL ANARCHISTS. Contact Susie Fisher 
and Adam Nicholson at 15 The Paragon, Bristol, 8. 
FIFE LIBERTARIANS. Contact Bob and Una 
Turnbull, 39 Stratheden Park, Stratheden Hospital, 
by Cupar, Fife. 

GLASGOW ANARCHIST GROUP ONE. Cor¬ 
respondence to Robert Lynn, 2b Saracen Head 
Lane, Glasgow, C.l. 

HERTS. Contact either Stuart Mitchell at South 
View, Potters Heath Lane, Potters Heath, 
Welwyn, Herts OR Jeff Cloves, 46 Hughendon 
Road Marshalswick, St. Albans, Herts 
IPSWICH ANARCHISTS. Contact Neil Dean, 74 
Cemetery Road, Ipswich, Suffolk. 

KILBURN, LONDON. Contact Andrew Dewar, 
16 Kilburn House, Malvern Place, London, 
N.W.6. Meetings 8 p.m. every Tuesday 
LEICESTER PROJECT. Peace/Libertarian 
action and debate. Every Wednesday at 8 p.m. 
at 1 The Crescent. King Street, Leicester. 
NORTH SOMERSET ANARCHIST GROUP. 
Contact Roy Emery, 3 Abbey Street, Bath, or 
Geoffrey Barfoot, 71 St. Thomas Street, Wells. 
NOTT1NG HILL. Please get in touch with John 
Bennett and Marilyn Paddy, Flat 4, 88 Clarendon 
Road, London, W.ll. Tel.: 727 9745. Meetings 
every Monday at 7 p.m. 

ORPINGTON ANARCHIST GROUP. Knockholt, 
Nr. Sevenoaks, Kent. Fverv six weeks at Green- 
ways, Knockholt. Phone: Knockholt 2316. Brian 
and Maureen Richardson. 

Meeting: March 23, 7.30 p.m. The relevance of 
voluntary action in our society. Discussion. 

READING ANARCHIST GROUP. Contact 
Alan Ross, 116 Belmont Road, Reading, Berks. 

ESSEX & EAST HERTS 
FEDERATION 

Three-monthly meetings. Groups and individuals 
invited to associate: c/o Keith Nathan, 138 Penny- 
mead, Harlow, Essex. 

Group Addresses:— 

BASILDON. M. Powell, 7 Lingcroft, Basildon, 

BISHOPS STORTFORD. Vic Mount, ‘Eastview’, 
Castle Street, Bishops Stortford, Herts. 
CHELMSFORD. (Mrs.) Eva Archer, Mill House, 
Purleigh, Chelmsford, Essex. 

EPPING. John. Barrick, 14 Centre Avenue, 
Epping, Essex. 


HARLOW. John Deards, 184 Carter’s Mead, Har¬ 
low, and/or Geoff Hardy, 6 Redricks Lane, Har¬ 
low, Essex. Monthly meetings in ‘The Essex 
Skipper’, The Stow, Harlow. 

LOUGHTON. Group c/o Students’ Union, 
Loughton College of Further Education, Borders 
Lane, Loughton, Essex. 

MUCHTiADHAM. Leslie Riodan, High Street, 
Much Hadham, Herts. 

NORTH EAST ESSEX. Peter Newell, ‘Maybush’, 
Maypole Road, Tiptree, Essex. Group meets first 
Monday in each month, 7.15 p.m. at 91 Brook 
Road, Tolleshunt Knights, Tiptree, Essex. 

NORTH-WEST FEDERATION 

NORTH WEST ANARCHIST FEDERATION. 
BUXTON ANARCHIST GROUP. Secretary: 
F. A. Gresty, Punchbowl, Manchester Road, 
Buxton. 

CHORLEY ANARCHIST GROUP. Secretary: 
Kevyn Lynch, 6 Garfield Terrace, Chorley, 
Lancs. 

LIVERPOOL ANARCHIST PROPAGANDA 
GROUP AND ‘HIPPY’ MOVEMENT. Gerry 
Bree, 16 Faulkner Square, Liverpool, 8. Meetings 
weekly. ‘Freedom’ Sales—Pier Head, Saturdays, 
Sundays, Evenings. 

MANCHESTER ANARCHIST GROUP. Secre¬ 
tary: Dave Poulson, 9 Boland Street, Fallowfield, 
Manchester, 14. 

MERSEYSIDE ANARCHIST GROUP. Contact 
Pete Sacker, 22 Sandon Street. Liverpool. Meet¬ 
ings: First Thursday of month, 8 p.m. 

SOUTH WALES 
ANARCHIST FEDERATION 

CARDIFF ANARCHIST GROUP. All corres¬ 
pondence to:—Pete Raymond, 90 Albany Road, 
Roath. Weekly meetings. Freedom sales and 
action projects. 

SWANSEA ANARCHIST GROUP. Contact 
J. Ross, 111 King Edward’s Road, Brynmill, 
Swansea. 

STUDENT GROUPS 

EAST ANGLIA UNIVERSITY GROUP (Anar¬ 
chists and Peace). Contact Dave King, 17 Havelock 
Road, Norwich. 

LSE ANARCHIST GROUP, c/o Student Union, 
London School of Economics, Houghton Street, 
W.C.2. 

OXFORD ANARCHIST GROUP. Contact Steve 
Watts. Trinity College. 

SHEFFIELD UNIVERSITY GROUP. Contact 
Robin T oveil c/o Students’ Union. Sheffield 
SOUTHWARK COLLEGE (New Libertarian 
Front). Contact Dave Biggs, Room T/7. 

SUSSEX UNIVERSITY ANARCHISTS. To launch 


the group, an open discussion on Anarchism at 
the University, Falmer, nr. Brighton, Friday 
evening, March 1. All welcome. Contact Francis 
Jarman, 16 Charlotte Street, Brighton BN2 1AG. 


-, - - JDIN d. 

LIBERTARIAN TEACHERS’ 
ASSOCIATION 


Meetings—discussions—activities. Contact Peter 
Ford, 36 Devonshire Road, Mill Hill, London, 


N.W.7. 

PROPOSED GROUPS 


EDINBURGH anarchists contact Konrad Borow- 
ski, 13 Northumberland Street, Edinburgh 3 
Tel.: WAV 7459. 

TAUNTON LIBERTARIANS. Contact Jill and 
John Driver, 59 Beadon Road, Taunton, Somerset. 
Meetings alternate Friday evenings. 

CROYDON, NORWOOD, BECKENHAM. Anar¬ 
chists, Syndicalists, Libertarian or Pacifist Socialists 
to form Croydon, Norwood, Beckenham Liber¬ 
tarian Group. Contact Jim Radford or Laurens 
Otter, 35 Natal Road, Thornton Heath. 

ELTHAM (Libertarian/Peace Action). Contact 
Terry Liddle, 83 Gregory Crescent, S.E.9. 


ABROAD 


AUSTRALIA. Federation of Australian Anar¬ 
chists,, P.O. Box A 389, Sydney South. Public 
meetings every Sunday in the Domain, 2 p.ra. 
and Mondays, 72 Oxford Street, Paddington, 
Sydney, 8 p.m. 

DANISH ANARCHIST FEDERATION. Gothers- 
gade. 27, Viborg, Denmark. 

VANCOUVER, B.C., CANADA. Anyone interes¬ 
ted in forming anarchist and/or direct action 
peace group contact Derek A. James, 1844 
Grand Boulevard. North Vancouver, B.C . 
Canada. Tel.: 987-2693. 

USA: VERMONT. New Hampshire Anarchist 
Group. Meets weekly — discussion, individual 
action. Contact Ed. Strauss at RFD 2, Wood- 
stock, Vermont 05091, USA. 

SWEDEN. Stockholm Anarchist Federation 
Contact Nadir. Box 19104, Stockholm 19, Sweden. 
SWEDEN: Libertad, Allmana Vagen 6, Gothen¬ 
burg V. 

TORONTO ANARCHIST GROUP. Contact 
R. Campbell, 219 Toryork Drive, Weston, 
Ontario, Canada. Weekly meetings. 

BELGIUM: LIEGE. Provos, c/o Jacques Charlier, 
11 Avenue de la Laiterie. Sclessim-Liege, Belgium 
EAST AFRICA. George Matthews would like to 
make contact. Secondary school teacher from 
UK. PO Box 90. Kakamega, Kenya. 

USA. .Tames W. Cain, secretary, Insurgency 
Anarchist Association, 323 Fourth Street, Cloquet, 
Minnesota 55720,. USA. 

GROUP-(T)REASON. Australian Anarchist, c/o 
Melbourne University Union or Paddy Evans, 
c/o the same. 





Answering Critics 


Tif ANY ANARCHISTS have criticised 
the lack of positive anarchist policy 
as regards the Vietnam War. Some in 
the Square called it ‘purist’, ‘cynical’ and 
‘cheese-paring’. This was neither the 
time nor the place ‘to divide the anti-war 
movement’. The slogan ‘Neither Hanoi 
nor Washington’ was ‘disastrous’ and the 
behaviour of some anarchists ‘solved no¬ 
thing’ but perhaps ‘salved their individual 
consciences’. 

These are strong accusations and we 
cannot ignore them. It is worthwhile to 
examine all points of the argument. 

NOT A POPULAR SLOGAN 

It must be admitted that the slogan 
‘Neither Hanoi nor Washington’ clashed 
with the mood of the majority of demon¬ 
strators who were in no mood for nice¬ 
ties. The fact that the groups directly 
subscribing to this view were nowhere 
to be found on the main march added to 
the difficulties. When they did arrive 
at Grosvenor Square they of course (as 
the photo shows) at once involved them¬ 
selves in ‘front-line’ clashes with the 
police. 

FATUOUS SPEECHES 

Had they come to Trafalgar Square 
they would have observed that the crowd 
was unimpressed by the speakers and 
greeted with loud derision their more 
inane remarks. The only excitement 
occurred when a policeman fell into a 
fountain. The speakers all used the same 
terminology. Their speeches were full 
of platitudes, a kind of language by for¬ 
mula. In this way we heard the same 
speech seven times over in various 
accents and accompanied by different 
gestures. 

The best speech was undoubtedly made 
by John Palmer of International Social¬ 
ists. By good I mean at least he was 
comprehensible. But his assertion that 
the march was a ‘representative cross- 
section’ of the British Public was ludi¬ 
crously untrue. It was a large, youthful 
crowd, the older generations were mini¬ 
mally represented. 

DAY DREAMING 

This kind of exaggeration and the use 
of such phrases as ‘titanic struggle’, ‘the 
eyes of the whole world’, and the usual 
text-book Marxist jargon was depressing, 
especially after a decade of plain-speak¬ 
ing that one is accustomed to on the 
libertarian left. We may disagree with 
each other, but we are not parrots. 
COMPOSITION OF THE CROWD 

As the Vietnam Solidarity Campaign 
is not a ‘party’ it draws its supporters 
from many organisations. Few as the 
anarchist banners were, they still out¬ 
numbered all other ‘political’ organisa¬ 
tions. There was a Liberal flag, a Labour 
constituency banner, but missing were 
the Communists and most of the Trot¬ 
skyist flags. There were a few people 
‘on loan’ from all these organisations. 
The majority of participants were new 
to political demonstrations. For many 
this was the first demonstration they ever 


rpHE POST MORTEMS on the March 
17 demonstration will continue for 
many weeks. In the debates I think it 
would be tragic if the tactics expounded 
by the German SDS demonstrators were 
ignored. 

They gave their views at several 


attended. 

WHY THE OLD GUARD 
BOYCOTT? 

The sectarian attitude of the Morning 
Star communists and others who actively 
discouraged their members to take part 
in the demonstration was never even 
alluded to by any of the speakers. Yet 
here was a crowd generous enough to 
demonstrate for a political regime that 
has been known to liquidate like-minded 
revolutionaries, whereas those that advo¬ 
cated similar policies not only stayed 
away, but discouraged others to do the 
same. 

LACK OF ORGANISATION 

Elsewhere a Freedom reporter gives 
an account of the lack of organisation 
that was justly decried by our German 


O ATURDAY AFTERNOON, March 16, 
^ produced the largest demonstration 
for Peace in Vietnam ever held. Over 
400 people marched around the city 
centre through crowded streets in a 
march some 300 yards long. Members 
of Austin Motors Joint Shop Stewards 
Committee came out in force, with mem¬ 
bers of all political groupings, except the 
Healyites, marching to the theme of Peace 
in Vietnam and Britain Must Disassociate 
With US Policy. Communists marched 
with Labour, Liberal with Anarchist. 
Pacifist and Churchman, staff and stu¬ 
dents from two universities with Trades 
Council Members, priests and MPs. All 
working together with a common aim 
and nobody trying to pull the wool over 
each other’s eyes. That is, almost nobody. 
The VSC had different ideas. 

Perhaps Birmingham is different from 
other areas. Peace or Political Action 
never really seems to develop on a big 
scale here despite the two million people 
in the conurbation (even the anarchist 
group at its best had only about 100 
supporters), so therefore we compromise 
frequently and form ad hoc committees 
for action and try and avoid getting in 
each other’s way. We have a demo on a 
common theme and at the end leaflet or 
sell our respective journals, but never try 
and compromise each other. 

The demonstration held on March 16 
was no exception. We discussed it all in 
advance and decided on a common 
course of action. The slogans and pla- 


that their booking ended at 10 o’clock) 
the SDS-ers were shouting, ‘Authori¬ 
tarianism’, ‘Bureaucrats’ and ‘Fascists’. 

The Germans’ temper was not eased 
when one speaker said: ‘We don’t go to 
Germany and Holland and tell you how 
to run your marches.’ 


comrades. When the anarchists estab¬ 
lished a precedent on October 22 last by 
going into the gardens, it was dangerous 
and stupid on the part of the organisers 
not to foresee that this was going to 
happen again. The police were prepared; 
the organisers hoped for divine inter¬ 
vention. 

NEW-FOUND COMRADES 

But whatever criticism we may make 
of the VSC leadership we are particularly 
pleased to report that the demonstrators 
behaved admirably and helped each other 
as the mad ‘mounties’ galloped into 
their midst. The crowd itself found the 
only workable technique in the present 
circumstances, the splitting off into 
‘guerilla’ groups of 50-100. In this way 
protests were made in the most unlikely 


cards followed agreed themes, and what¬ 
ever particular standpoints on the war, 
pro-NLF, anti-NLF and so on, we stuck 
to our agreement. All except the VSC. 
They came on the march with a large 
pro-NLF banner and North Vietnamese 
Flags and very aligned placards. Peace 
in Vietnam? Yes quite, if it meant mili¬ 
tary victory for the NLF, they and some 
Maoists of the Britain-Vietnam Solidarity 
Front tried to take over the march con¬ 
trary to their agreed word. After some 
argument with the police, they found 
themselves holding a separate march 100 
yards behind the Birmingham Council 
For Peace In Vietnam. As a police in¬ 
spector put it: ‘Everyone has the right to 
hold a demonstration, but if you want to 
hold a private one contrary to your 
agreement, so you shall, but on your 
own.’ There are few times in my life I 
have supported a police inspector but 
this was one of them. It was a deliberate 
attempt by one group to break an 
agreement. 

During the week students from the 
Universities of Aston and Birmingham 
held a march to the offices of Albright 
and Wilson, phosphorus manufacturers 
to the trade—the American arms trade. 
The demo went well and it was part of 
the build-up for the Saturday march. 
But the leaflet announced a march in 
London, on the 17th, Solidarity with the 
NLF or something, and attacked the 
Birmingham Council For Peace In Viet¬ 
nam as wishy-washy reformists, saying 
they had never attempted to make a 
similar approach to a local arms firm. 
They, comparative newcomers to the 
campaign, forgot about our attempts to 
get American Soldiers to disaffect, our 
plastering the inside and outside of the 
Witco Chemical Factory at Droitwich 
with leaflets one weekend, even the fact 
that most of the banners and photographs 
they carried were made by the working 
group drawn from peace/political acti¬ 
vists that does most of the Vietnam Cam- 
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The best speech was undoubtedly made 
by John Palmer of International Social¬ 
ists. By good I mean at least he was 
comprehensible. But his assertion that 
the march was a ‘representative cross- 
section’ of the British Public was ludi¬ 
crously untrue. It was a large, youthful 
crowd, the older generations were mini¬ 
mally represented. 

DAY DREAMING 
This kind of exaggeration and the use 
of such phrases as ‘titanic struggle’, ‘the 
eyes of the whole world’, and the usual 
text-book Marxist jargon was depressing, 
especially after a decade of plain-speak¬ 
ing that one is accustomed to on the 
libertarian left. We may disagree with 
each other, but we are not parrots. 
COMPOSITION OF THE CROWD 
As the Vietnam Solidarity Campaign 
is not a ‘party’ it draws its supporters 
from many organisations. Few as the 
anarchist banners were, they still out¬ 
numbered all other ‘political’ organisa¬ 
tions. There was a Liberal flag, a Labour 
constituency banner, but missing were 
the Communists and most of the Trot¬ 
skyist flags. There were a few people 
‘on loan’ from all these organisations. 
The majority of participants were new 
to political demonstrations. For many 
this was the first demonstration they ever 


of Austin Motors Joint Shop Stewards 
Committee came out in force, with mem¬ 
bers of all political groupings, except the 
Healyites, marching to the theme of Peace 
in Vietnam and Britain Must Disassociate 
With US Policy. Communists marched 
with Labour, Liberal with Anarchist. 
Pacifist and Churchman, staff and stu¬ 
dents from two universities with Trades 
Council Members, priests and MPs. All 
working together with a common aim 
and nobody trying to pull the wool over 
each other’s eyes. That is, almost nobody. 
The VSC had different ideas. 

Perhaps Birmingham is different from 
other areas. Peace or Political Action 
never really seems to develop on a big 
scale here despite the two million people 
in the conurbation (even the anarchist 
group at its best had only about 100 
supporters), so therefore we compromise 
frequently and form ad hoc committees 
for action and try and avoid getting in 
each other’s way. We have a demo on a 
common theme and at the end leaflet or 
sell our respective journals, but never try 
and compromise each other. 

The demonstration held on March 16 
was no exception. We discussed it all in 
advance and decided on a common 
course of action. The slogans and pla- 


Tactics NOT Discussed 


rpHE POST MORTEMS on the March 
“■* 17 demonstration will continue for 
many weeks. In the debates I think it 
would be tragic if the tactics expounded 
by the German SDS demonstrators were 
ignored. 

They gave their views at several 
meetings—on the previous Friday night 
at a meeting of Australians and New 
Zealanders Against the Vietnam War 
(ANZAVW) and at Kingsway Hall on 
the eve of the demonstration. At Soper’s 
citadel they did not pull their punches. 

As the VSC organisers hastily closed 
the meeting (with the pathetic excuse 
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that their booking ended at 10 o’clock) 
the SDS-ers were shouting, ‘Authori¬ 
tarianism’, ‘Bureaucrats’ and ‘Fascists’. 

The Germans’ temper was not eased 
when one speaker said: ‘We don’t go to 
Germany and Holland and tell you how 
to run your marches.’ 

What got the visitors so upset? 

Very simply, they wanted to know 
what was happening. What were the 
objectives? What route was to be taken? 
What instructions were to be given to the 
marchers? 

In West Berlin the SDS organises its 
rallies this way: For weeks preceding the 
protest, mass meetings are held during 
which strategy and tactics are openly 
discussed. There is no attempt to be con¬ 
spiratorial. If the first objective is not 
won plans are laid for a regrouping 
operation at another strategic point. Such 
is the solidarity and intimate liaison be¬ 
tween people and groups, that the whole 
emphasis of the march can switch within 
minutes completely confusing the fascist 
fuzz. 

Another important lesson passed on 
by the Germans is the method of linking 
arms right across streets in elongated 
scrum formation. In this way nobody 
falls over and risks being crushed and it is 
almost impossible for the police to extract 
single demonstrators for arrest. These 
waves of tightly-linked demonstrators 
moving at a jog pace could have overrun 
the police lines last Sunday. 

But the decisions on the march were 
made at Conway Hall on Sunday morning 
by various ‘delegates’ from 40-odd com¬ 
mittees. Their decisions were not passed 
on to all demonstrators and in other cases 
the decisions were so vague they were 
not worth knowing. 

In fact, when we left Trafalgar Square, 
most people knew but one thing—they 
were walking to Grosvenor Square. ‘What 
was going to happen?’ I asked many of 
my comrades. ‘We’ll have to wait and 
see,’ was the most popular answer. This, 
it seems to me. is an absurd way to run 
a demonstration. 

Freedom Reporter. 
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Flags and very aligned placards. Peace 
in Vietnam? Yes quite, if it meant mili¬ 
tary victory for the NLF, they and some 
Maoists of the Britain-Vietnam Solidarity 
Front tried to take over the march con¬ 
trary to their agreed word. After some 
argument with the police, they found 
themselves holding a separate march 100 
yards behind the Birmingham Council 
For Peace In Vietnam. As a police in¬ 
spector put it: ‘Everyone has the right to 
hold a demonstration, but if you want to 
hold a private one contrary to your 
agreement, so you shall, but on your 
own.’ There are few times in my life I 
have supported a police inspector but 
this was one of them. It was a deliberate 
attempt by one group to break an 
agreement. 

During the week students from the 
Universities of Aston and Birmingham 
held a march to the offices of Albright 
and Wilson, phosphorus manufacturers 
to the trade—the American arms trade. 
The demo went well and it was part of 
the build-up for the Saturday march. 
But the leaflet announced a march in 
London, on the 17th, Solidarity with the 
NLF or something, and attacked the 
Birmingham Council For Peace In Viet¬ 
nam as wishy-washy reformists, saying 
they had never attempted to make a 
similar approach to a local arms firm. 
They, comparative newcomers to the 
campaign, forgot about our attempts to 
get American Soldiers to disaffect, our 
plastering the inside and outside of the 
Witco Chemical Factory at Droitwich 
with leaflets one weekend, even the fact 
that most of the banners and photographs 
they carried were made by the working 
group drawn from peace/political acti¬ 
vists that does most of the Vietnam Cam¬ 
paign work in Birmingham, with the 
BCPV. 
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Levellers & Diggers 

Dear Editors, 

I much respect Arthur Uloth’s opinions 
on contemporary subjects but was ap¬ 
palled to read what he had to say about 
the seventeenth century and the Levellers. 

To suggest that that century exempli¬ 
fied the English tradition of compromise 
is fantastically mistaken. The 1640s in 
particular demonstrate the exact opposite 
—revolutionary civil war. One of the 
reasons why we should study the period 
is just this, that gradualism is rooted in 
the success of its opposite—sudden, pre¬ 
cipitous, irreversible overnight change. 

It is extraordinary to read of the 
Levellers dismissed as ‘never more than 
a minority movement’. At the critical 
period of 1647, when Cromwell was liv¬ 
ing in retirement, the Levellers effectively 
took up the cause of the revolution in 
open defiance of the Presbyterian gov¬ 
ernment’s incipient sell-out to the King. 
They were effective because of their 
decisive position in the regiments of the 
New Model Army. 

As to the Levellers ‘knocking hell out 
of the Irish’, it was the Levellers soldiers’ 
point blank refusal to go to Ireland at 
all (when they were ordered to do so 
in 1647) that brought matters to a head. 
In refusing to go to Ireland they chose 
the road of no return—they committed 
themselves to the total defeat of Holles’s 
reactionary government. 

The Leveller texts, especially THE 
AGREEMENT OF THE PEOPLE, were 
much more than mild manifestos about 
liberal parliamentary democracy. They 
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comrades. When the anarchists estab¬ 
lished a precedent on October 22 last by 
going into the gardens, it was dangerous 
and stupid on the part of the organisers 
not to foresee that this was going to 
happen again. The police were prepared; 
the organisers hoped for divine inter¬ 
vention. 

NEW-FOUND COMRADES 

But whatever criticism we may make 
of the VSC leadership we are particularly 
pleased to report that the demonstrators 
behaved admirably and helped each other 
as the mad ‘mounties’ galloped into 
their midst. The crowd itself found the 
only workable technique in the present 
circumstances, the splitting off into 
‘guerilla’ groups of 50-100. In this way 
protests were made in the most unlikely 
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cards followed agreed themes, and what¬ 
ever particular standpoints on the war, 
pro-NLF, anti-NLF and so on, we stuck 
to our agreement. All except the VSC. 
They came on the march with a large 
pro-NLF banner and North Vietnamese 
Flags and very aligned placards. Peace 
in Vietnam? Yes quite, if it meant mili¬ 
tary victory for the NLF, they and some 
Maoists of the Britain-Vietnam Solidarity 
Front tried to take over the march con¬ 
trary to their agreed word. After some 
argument with the police, they found 
themselves holding a separate march 100 
yards behind the Birmingham Council 
For Peace In Vietnam. As a police in¬ 
spector put it: ‘Everyone has the right to 
hold a demonstration, but if you want to 
hold a private one contrary to your 
agreement, so you shall, but on your 
own.’ There are few times in my life I 
have supported a police inspector but 
this was one of them. It was a deliberate 
attempt by one group to break an 
agreement. 

During the week students from the 
Universities of Aston and Birmingham 
held a march to the offices of Albright 
and Wilson, phosphorus manufacturers 
to the trade—the American arms trade. 
The demo went well and it was part of 
the build-up for the Saturday march. 
But the leaflet announced a march in 
London, on the 17th, Solidarity with the 
NLF or something, and attacked the 
Birmingham Council For Peace In Viet¬ 
nam as wishy-washy reformists, saying 
they had never attempted to make a 
similar approach to a local arms firm. 
They, comparative newcomers to the 
campaign, forgot about our attempts to 
get American Soldiers to disaffect, our 
plastering the inside and outside of the 
Witco Chemical Factory at Droitwich 
with leaflets one weekend, even the fact 
that most of the banners and photographs 
they carried were made by the working 
group drawn from peace/political acti¬ 
vists that does most of the Vietnam Cam¬ 
paign work in Birmingham, with the 


places, where the battleground was 
chosen by the demonstrators and not by 
the police. 

DESPERATE SITUATION 

Here was a crowd of many thousands, 
who had their first taste of police 
violence. At the moment they only hate 
one or two Governments. It is up to us 
to show them that all governments are 
the same, that all police would have be¬ 
haved the same way. 

OUR CONSCIENCE 

When anti-war demonstrations were 
smaller and mainly drawn from pacifist 
and anarchist crowds our leaflets and 
propaganda was aimed at the general 
public. By and large the demonstrators 
held similar views except as regards 
immediate tactics. Now with the emer¬ 
gence of a new crowd that wants victory 
for one side we, and the pacifists, have 
been challenged. We could do no other 
but to state our point of view, so that 
there shall be no doubt. 

But let us not forget it: the State is 
our Enemy. And when 15,000 challenge 
the police and authority here under 
whatever pretext, we must be on the side 
of the people. John Rety. 


Solidarity With The Vietnamese People 
—if they support Ho Chi Minh and the 
NLF by people from groups like the 
International Socialist Group and other 
fake left Trotskyist Groups, who shout 
loud and harshly from the sidelines about 
American brutality, when they forget that 
the NLF can be just as brutal, that 
‘Uncle’ Ho killed off many of their 
Trotskyist Allies, and will do so again if 
the NLF wins. How can the VSC who 
do nothing but sabotage other people’s 
meetings and demonstrations and who 
won’t keep their word to a comrade; how 
can they speak of Solidarity. This means 
trust, comradeship and a feeling of sym¬ 
pathy with other’s predicament. They do 
not understand the meaning of the words 
that they use and devalue these like poli¬ 
tical counters in a power game. 

By agreeing to a universal theme—Peace 
In Vietnam—and saying, what can we 
do, what is the reality of our predicament 
in relation to the power structure, and 
what is it pointful to ask for, nay de¬ 
mand, and work for with a chance for 
success—Dissociation From American 
Policy, moral condemnation, and working 
to achieve a libertarian society in our 
own country—this is the reality, and this 
is the true solidarity. 

Working jointly with individuals and 
groups we get somewhere, furthermore 
we get a common exchange of ideas. 

By doing this we got 400 people on a 
Saturday afternoon’s demonstration and 
we would have got more if the VSC had 
not told many students to ignore this 
march as irrelevant. 400 people, working 
people, with a small minority of students. 
Perhaps we should thank the VSC, for 
the people of Birmingham have just seen 
the campaign for Peace In Vietnam as 
a working-class movement, a movement 
of ordinary people of all viewpoints and 
from all walks of life. This contrasted 
with the ragtag and bobtail around the 
NLF banner a hundred yards behind, 
and showed the people of Birmingham 
just who was working for real Solidarity 
with the Vietnamese People and just who 
were climbing on the bandwagon for 
their own selfish ends. 


FIFTH COLUMN 

The Place of 
the Anarchist 

rpHE MOST RECENT battle of Geno- 
cide Square could be described as a 
success by both sides. 

The police exercised their horses, gave 
their new recruits valuable experience in 
pushing people around — and protected 
the Embassy from invasion. 

The crowd succeeded very simply in 
demonstrating how much angry opposi¬ 
tion there is in this country to the 
American Government’s war on Vietnam. 

It was a violent demonstration. Both 
police and protesters pushed, kicked, 
punched. The demonstrators threw 
sticks, stones, fireworks, lumps of earth, 
flour bombs, red paint. The mounted 
police charged the crowd and used their 
sticks. 

As the demonstrators came into the 
Square they were turned away from the 
Embassy by a cordon. Moving to the left 
they broke the cordon and swarmed on 
to the grass in the centre. For a time 
the demonstrators faced the rows of 
police who were guarding the Embassy. 
The demonstrators tried to push then- 
way forward and then the police began 
systematically to smash them back. 

The violence escalated inevitably. I 
saw a mounted policeman, his face red 
with blood—or paint—struck again in 
the face by a lump of earth. He charged 
his horse directly into the crowd hitting 
out wildly with his stick. 

A particularly aggressive policeman, 
whose antics had been well observed, 
suddenly became separated from his 
mates. He was surrounded by a group 
of demonstrators who proceeded to kick 
and punch him until more police came 
to his rescue. 

After an hour’s fighting the police 
finally cleared the grass area and drove 
the demonstrators out of the square. 
Some aimed the missiles they had been 
saving for the Embassy at the Europa 
Hotel. Others went off to the Hilton 
only to find the police lined up in its 
defence. 

There were a number of injuries and 
arrests — and the usual shouts of ‘ fascist 
bastards’. A number of policemen 
seemed to enjoy the fighting—as did 
many of the demonstrators. But in 
general the police were predictably calm. 

In Paris, Madrid, Berlin, Rome, there 
would have been more injuries on both 
sides — perhaps some deaths. If the 
British police are fascist bastards what 
have we left to describe the American 
air force? 

Although the battle demonstrated 
hostility to the American war its violence 
showed it was no plea for peace. Most 
of the demonstrators expressed their sup¬ 
port for the NLF by their slogans and 
their stones. 

It is sometimes suggested that demon¬ 
strations which (a) are violent, and (b) 
express support for one side should be 
boycotted by the pure in heart. I think 
this is a mistake. 

The place of the anarchist is with and 
amone movements of neorde who ar* 
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riags ana very angnea piacaras. reace 
in Vietnam? Yes quite, if it meant mili¬ 
tary victory for the NLF, they and some 
Maoists of the Britain-Vietnam Solidarity 
Front tried to take over the march con¬ 
trary to their agreed word. After some 
argument with the police, they found 
themselves holding a separate march 100 
yards behind the Birmingham Council 
For Peace In Vietnam. As a police in¬ 
spector put it: ‘Everyone has the right to 
hold a demonstration, but if you want to 
hold a private one contrary to your 
agreement, so you shall, but on your 
own.’ There are few times in my life I 
have supported a police inspector but 
this was one of them. It was a deliberate 
attempt by one group to break an 
agreement. 

During the week students from the 
Universities of Aston and Birmingham 
held a march to the offices of Albright 
and Wilson, phosphorus manufacturers 
to the trade—the American arms trade. 
The demo went well and it was part of 
the build-up for the Saturday march. 
But the leaflet announced a march in 
London, on the 17th, Solidarity with the 
NLF or something, and attacked the 
Birmingham Council For Peace In Viet¬ 
nam as wishy-washy reformists, saying 
they had never attempted to make a 
similar approach to a local arms firm. 
They, comparative newcomers to the 
campaign, forgot about our attempts to 
get American Soldiers to disaffect, our 
plastering the inside and outside of the 
Witco Chemical Factory at Droitwich 
with leaflets one weekend, even the fact 
that most of the banners and photographs 
they carried were made by the working 
group drawn from peace/political acti¬ 
vists that does most of the Vietnam Cam¬ 
paign work in Birmingham, with the 
BCPV. 


Levellers & Diggers 

Dear Editors, 

I much respect Arthur Uloth’s opinions 
on contemporary subjects but was ap¬ 
palled to read what he had to say about 
the seventeenth century and the Levellers. 

To suggest that that century exempli¬ 
fied the English tradition of compromise 
is fantastically mistaken. The 1640s in 
particular demonstrate the exact opposite 
—revolutionary civil war. One of the 
reasons why we should study the period 
is just this, that gradualism is rooted in 
the success of its opposite—sudden, pre¬ 
cipitous, irreversible overnight change. 

It is extraordinary to read of the 
Levellers dismissed as ‘never more than 
a minority movement’. At the critical 
period of 1647, when Cromwell was liv¬ 
ing in retirement, the Levellers effectively 
took up the cause of the revolution in 
open defiance of the Presbyterian gov¬ 
ernment’s incipient sell-out to the King. 
They were effective because of their 
decisive position in the regiments of the 
New Model Army. 

As to the Levellers ‘knocking hell out 
of the Irish’, it was the Levellers soldiers’ 
point blank refusal to go to Ireland at 
all (when they were ordered to do so 
in 1647) that brought matters to a head. 
In refusing to go to Ireland they chose 
the road of no return—they committed 
themselves to the total defeat of Holies’s 
reactionary government. 

The Leveller texts, especially THE 
AGREEMENT OF THE PEOPLE, were 
much more than mild manifestos about 
liberal parliamentary democracy. They 


the NLF wins. How can the VSC who 
do nothing but sabotage other people’s 
meetings and demonstrations and who 
won’t keep their word to a comrade; how 
can they speak of Solidarity. This means 
trust, comradeship and a feeling of sym¬ 
pathy with other’s predicament. They do 
not understand the meaning of the words 
that they use and devalue these like poli¬ 
tical counters in a power game. 

By agreeing to a universal theme—Peace 
In Vietnam—and saying, what can we 
do, what is the reality of our predicament 
in relation to the power structure, and 
what is it pointful to ask for, nay de¬ 
mand, and work for with a chance for 
success—Dissociation From American 
Policy, moral condemnation, and working 
to achieve a libertarian society in our 
own country—this is the reality, and this 
is the true solidarity. 

Working jointly with individuals and 
groups we get somewhere, furthermore 
we get a common exchange of ideas. 

By doing this we got 400 people on a 
Saturday afternoon’s demonstration and 
we would have got more if the VSC had 
not told many students to ignore this 
march as irrelevant. 400 people, working 
people, with a small minority of students. 
Perhaps we should thank the VSC, for 
the people of Birmingham have just seen 
the campaign for Peace In Vietnam as 
a working-class movement, a movement 
of ordinary people of all viewpoints and 
from all walks of life. This contrasted 
with the ragtag and bobtail around the 
NLF banner a hundred yards behind, 
and showed the people of Birmingham 
just who was working for real Solidarity 
with the Vietnamese People and just who 
were climbing on the bandwagon for 
their own selfish ends. 

Peter Neville. 

homoh LETTER 

were, in the context of their time, un¬ 
compromising revolutionary challenges 
to absolutism. For ‘the good old cause’ 
the well-affected (as the Levellers called 
themselves) were prepared to fight and 
die. 

It was the Levellers Agitators who 
fired the imagination of the New Model 
Army. Cromwell joined them for the 
historic march on London (from New¬ 
market) after they had set the pace, ab¬ 
ducted the King and collected the 
ordnance train from Oxford. 

It have just received a letter from 
Terry Chandler in Wandsworth. It mostly 
concerns his appeal over the dollar case 
but his final paragraph is relevant to the 
present discussion: 

‘My earliest date of release is August 
2 . I am spending a lot of time study¬ 
ing 17th century English history. I 
appreciate the importance of this period 
as far as our efforts are concerned.’ 

We shall never get anywhere in Eng¬ 
land until we English understand our 
own revolution. This means doing some 
work at the books. May I once more 
commend H. N. Brailsford’s The Level¬ 
lers to those who both read and write 
Freedom? 

Right at the end of his life, Brails- 
ford, the greatest of political journalists, 
discovered what was missing and set 
out to put it right. He died just as he 
was about to start the last chapter, the 
one on the meaning of the Revolution 
for us today. We now have to write 
that chapter both in the study and on 
the streets. 

Cambridge. Peter Cadogan. 


with blood—or paint—struck again in 
the face by a lump of earth. He charged 
his horse directly into the crowd hitting 
out wildly with his stick. 

A particularly aggressive policeman, 
whose antics had been well observed, 
suddenly became separated from his 
mates. He was surrounded by a group 
of demonstrators who proceeded to kick 
and punch him until more police came 
to his rescue. 

After an hour’s fighting the police 
finally cleared the grass area and drove 
the demonstrators out of the square. 
Some aimed the missiles they had been 
saving for the Embassy at the Europa 
Hotel. Others went off to the Hilton 
only to find the police lined up in its 
defence. 

There were a number of injuries and 
arrests—and the usual shouts of ‘fascist 
bastards \ A number of policemen 
seemed to enjoy the fighting—as did 
many of the demonstrators. But in 
general the police were predictably calm. 

In Paris, Madrid, Berlin, Rome, there 
would have been more injuries on both 
sides—perhaps some deaths. If the 
British police are fascist bastards what 
have we left to describe the American 
air force? 

Although the battle demonstrated 
hostility to the American war its violence 
showed it was no plea for peace. Most 
of the demonstrators expressed their sup¬ 
port for the NLF by their slogans and 
their stones. 

It is sometimes suggested that demon¬ 
strations which (a) are violent, and (b) 
express support for one side should be 
boycotted by the pure in heart. I think 
this is a mistake. 

The place of the anarchist is with and 
among movements of people who are 
demanding change and acting to bring 
it about. When the people come out 
on to the streets we belong with them. 

The last few weeks have seen student 
demonstrations in various countries in¬ 
cluding Britain. There have been 
marches, pickets, sit-ins, riots, about 
Vietnam, censorship, grants, student 
power. 

I disagree with those anarchists who 
are contemptuous of student protest. It 
is true that students—particularly those 
at university—are privileged. It is not 
true that all students—even those at uni¬ 
versity—are destined to become part of 
the ruling-class. And it is certainly not 
true that student protest is valueless. 

Of course students will be more in¬ 
fluential in their protests and struggles 
if they create links with militant working- 
class movements—where these exist. Of 
course students by themselves can only 
marginally affect their own situation. It 
is for the rest of the people to act with 
them, perhaps to follow their example. 

The fact that some of the students of 
today are destined to become the politi¬ 
cians, civil servants and industrialists of 
tomorrow is not relevant. After all some 
workers and peasants end up at the top. 

Wynford Hicks. 
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WE GO TO PRESS ON MONDAY. 
LATEST DATE FOR RECEIPT OF 
MSS., LETTERS, MEETING NOTICES 
IS THE MONDAY IN EACH WEEK 
OF PUBLICATION. 






Liverpool 

Busmen’s Strike 


LIVERPOOL’S 3,400 municipal 
busmen have been on strike 
since last Monday, March 11. The 
strike started during the morning at 
one depot, but by the afternoon it 
was solid throughout the city. Many 
crews joined the strike at the Pier 
Head Terminal, where busmen held 
a meeting. 

The Liverpool busmen also took 
Strike action before Christmas for 
an increase of £1 per week. The 
claim was put before the Prices and 
Incomes Board who rejected it and 
in January the Government froze the 
Increase under Part 2 of the Prices 
and Incomes Act. 

However, Liverpool Corporation 
made a separate agreement with the 
unions for an increase of £1 3s. and 
because of this they are leaving the 
employers’ federation at the end of 



Contact Column 


This column exists for mutual aid. 
Donations towards cost of typesetting 
will be welcome. 


The Free Bookshop exists to serve all. 
We want to see more things for free. 
We obtain books and magazines 
from people who no longer want 
them. If you are one of these, please 
contact us at PAD 2409 (or write), 
and we will collect them. The books 
are FREE to anyone calling weekday 
evenings (open from 6 p.m.) and 
Saturdays and Sundays (10 a.m.- 
6 p.m.). The Free Bookshop, Cole- 
herne Mews, Wharfedale Street, 
Earls Court, S.W.10. 

Room wanted. Has any comrade a room 
to let, however small, furnished or 
unfurnished, at a reasonable distance 
from Aldgate East? Lilian Wolfe 
c/o Freedom Press. 

Neither Washington Nor Hanoi. Stickers 
(6/- a 100 including postage), Posters 
(1/6 doz. including postage). Keith 
Nathan, 138 Pennymead, Harlow, 
Essex. 

Co-op Film Group. Thanks to all those 
who helped with Vietnam demo film. 
Any witnesses who saw the police 
attack the film unit at 6.30 p.m. in 
Wigmore Street please telephone 
373 7400. 


the month. Glasgow and Belfast 
Corporations made similar agree¬ 
ments and all three were referred to 
the Prices and Incomes Board three 
weeks ago. The Ministry of Labour 
asked the Corporations concerned to 
withhold payment of the increases 
until the PIB had reported. They 
agreed to do this and the Govern¬ 
ment decided that it was unnecessary 
to use its legislative power to delay 
any increases. 

The busmen claim that because 
this is a local agreement, their pre¬ 
sent strike action is not illegal, 
because the Corporation voluntarily 
agreed not to pay the increase. How¬ 
ever, it is a fine point and one that 
should not be missed by other muni¬ 
cipal busmen. If the Corporation 
breaks its voluntary agreement with 
the Ministry and pays the increase, 
then no doubt the Government will 
enact Part 2, making any further 
stoppage illegal. 

The PIB are giving special con¬ 
sideration to these proposed increases 
by the three Corporations, because 
without them, they would not be 
able to maintain the present labour 
force and adequate services. 

PICKETS NOT NEEDED 

A really big struggle could develop 
from this dispute, for if Liverpool 
Corporation pays up before the PIB 
reports, then it would be the signal 
for the busmen in Glasgow, Belfast 
and other towns, with local deals, to 
take a leaf out of Liverpool’s book. 
In this situation, the Government 
has to be firm otherwise its incomes 
policy would be swept away. 

This strike has been 100%, with¬ 
out any pickets at depots and, at 
Friday’s meeting, the men were 
unanimous for continuing the 
struggle. But it is not just continu¬ 
ing, but developing as well. It 
started out for £1 3s. as per agree¬ 
ment, but now the busmen are de¬ 
manding an increase in basic pay 
from £13 to £17 for a five day week, 
no stoppage of service pay (which 
unions had agreed to) for those 


on strike and a no-victimisation 
guarantee. The latter claim ob¬ 
viously is directly influenced by the 
recent victory of the Liverpool 
dockers. The lessons to be drawn 
from that action are plain to see. 

Both the Corporation and the 
unions have appealed to the busmen 
to return to work. The Corporation 
says that the PIB ‘will not be in¬ 
fluenced by militant action in Liver¬ 
pool’. I should say that this is about 
the only thing that will influence 
them. 

The Transport and General Wor¬ 
kers’ Union’s district passenger 
officer, Mr. Hodgson, says: ‘We are 
in a difficult position’ (you bet! the 
busmen have got the T&G over a 
barrel), but adds, ‘We have a great 
deal of sympathy with them.’ 

Mr. McLoughlin, of the National 
Union of General and Municipal 
Workers, has said: ‘We can express 
dissatisfaction with the length of time 
being taken, but a strike will achieve 
nothing.’ Expressing ‘dissatisfaction’ 
will also get nothing, but strike 
action will stand some chance of 
achieving success. If they are suc¬ 
cessful, it will be a major break¬ 
through against the wage policies of 
the Government. The action of the 
busmen is also an indication that 
lessons are being learnt from the 
struggles of other workers, notably 
the dockers. Busmen employed by 
the privately-owned Ribble Bus 
Company are backing the dispute by 
not picking up or dropping pas¬ 
sengers in the city. 

The Liverpool dockers certainly 
made the Government’s policies look 
ridiculous and the busmen are in a 
good position to do likewise, but the 
claims of other municipal busmen 
are still ‘frozen’. If further legisla¬ 
tion is brought in then these busmen 
will have to think about industrial 
action, despite its being illegal, or 
submit to a State imposed wage 
freeze and a worsening standard of 
living. 

P.T. 


Workers Win of Joseph Lucas 
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employers’ federation at the end of 



Contact Column 


This column exists for mutual aid. 
Donations towards cost of typesetting 
will be welcome. 


The Free Bookshop exists to serve all. 
We want to see more things for free. 
We obtain books and magazines 
from people who no longer want 
them. If you are one of these, please 
contact us at PAD 2409 (or write), 
and we will collect them. The books 
are FREE to anyone calling weekday 
evenings (open from 6 p.m.) and 
Saturdays and Sundays (10 a.m.- 
6 p.m.). The Free Bookshop, Cole- 
herne Mews, Wharfedale Street, 
Earls Court, S.W.10. 

Room wanted. Has any comrade a room 
to let, however small, furnished or 
unfurnished, at a reasonable distance 
from Aldgate East? Lilian Wolfe 
c/o Freedom Press. 

Neither Washington Nor Hanoi. Stickers 
(6/- a 100 including postage), Posters 
(1/6 doz. including postage). Keith 
Nathan, 138 Pennymead, Harlow, 
Essex. 

Co-op Filin Group. Thanks to all those 
who helped with Vietnam demo film. 
Any witnesses who saw the police 
attack the film unit at 6.30 p.m. in 
Wigmore Street please telephone 
373 7400. 

Picket at Polish Embassy in solidarity 
with Polish students. Saturday, 
March 23, 11 a.m. Great Portland 
Street. Bring banners. 

Free Modem Jazz. Ladbroke Hotel, 
Notting Hill, Wednesday evenings. 

Taunton Vigil on Vietnam, March 23, 
2 p.m. Assemble Castle Green Car 
Park. 

Van and driver if possible. Required 
Easter Weekend. For March, Anar¬ 
chist Lit. sales team and public 
meetings, etc. Write J. Huggon, c/o 
Freedom Press. 

Sweden’s one and only libertarian library 

is grateful to receive both gifts and 
offers. Wants all books, pamphlets 
and other publications of interest 
for libertarian socialists. Contact: 
Boksamlingen, Frihetliga Arbets- 
gruppen, Nordenskjoldsg. 23, Gothen¬ 
burg SV, Sweden. 

Accommodation wanted. Couple despe- 
ratelv want 2 rooms fur./unfur. Rent 
£4-£6. Pref. North London. Contact 
Ann Kavanagh, 82 Cromwell Avenue, 
N.6. 

Stickers. ‘Danger: Dictatorship. Stay 
away from Greece in 1968!’ Avail¬ 
able from Co-Ordinating Committee 
for Campaign Against Tourism to 
Greece, 60 Tottenham Court Road, 
W.l. 1/- for a sheet of 20. 

Greece must be free! Rally—Trafalgar 
Square, April 21, 2.30 p.m. Speakers 
include Melina Mercouri. 

East Anglia. If you’re near Ipswich, call 
on us. We stock all Freedom Press 
publications, and have Freedom and 
and Anarchy regularly. Orwell Books, 
44 Upper Orwell Street, Ipswich, 
Suffolk. 

If you wish to make contact let us know. 


the Ministry and pays the increase, 
then no doubt the Government will 
enact Part 2, making any further 
stoppage illegal. 

The PIB are giving special con¬ 
sideration to these proposed increases 
by the three Corporations, because 
without them, they would not be 
able to maintain the present labour 
force and adequate services. 

PICKETS NOT NEEDED 

A really big struggle could develop 
from this dispute, for if Liverpool 
Corporation pays up before the PIB 
reports, then it would be the signal 
for the busmen in Glasgow, Belfast 
and other towns, with local deals, to 
take a leaf out of Liverpool’s book. 
In this situation, the Government 
has to be firm otherwise its incomes 
policy would be swept away. 

This strike has been 100%, with¬ 
out any pickets at depots and, at 
Friday’s meeting, the men were 
unanimous for continuing the 
struggle. But it is not just continu¬ 
ing, but developing as well. It 
started out for £1 3s. as per agree¬ 
ment, but now the busmen are de¬ 
manding an increase in basic pay 
from £13 to £17 for a five day week, 
no stoppage of service pay (which 
unions had agreed to) for those 


POR MANY YEARS workers have 
become so used to defeats, sell-outs 
and outright betrayals that in many cases 
it has been an uphill task to persuade 
them that action was necessary. It 
wasn’t that the issues didn’t interest them; 
it was in many cases a question of 
dampened spirits and a feeling of 
isolation. 

It is therefore all the more important 
that any victory of the workers over the 
employers should go on record. 

It is particularly important when this 
happens in a factory belonging to a 
combine whose chairman openly boasts 
of his anti-trade union record.* Such a 
*Sir Bertram Waring (known as ‘Bongo’), 
victory was experienced at the Fazaker- 
ley (Liverpool) factory of Joseph Lucas 
this week. 

For nearly five weeks 400 workers re¬ 
mained on strike because of the manage¬ 
ment’s refusal to honour an agreement 
negotiated at National level. 

In September, 1966, a convenor (Bro. 
Johnson, AEF) was sacked for entering 
the nearby CAV factory (another part 
of the Lucas Combine). The case went 
through procedure and an agreement 
was reached at Central Conference that 
he should spend 12 months in a service 
depot some 4 miles away, at the end of 
this period he would be reinstated. 

This man took home £5 less per week 
as a result of this agreement. I leave 
readers to draw their own conclusions 
as to whom this agreement favoured! 

In December, 1967, the promise made 
by the management was broken, they 
refused to take Johnson back on his old 
job. The workers whom he’d previously 
represented were justifiably angry at this 
flagrant victimization. By a unanimous 
decision the Executive Council declared 


aeai or sympamy wun mem. 

Mr. McLoughlin, of the National 
Union of General and Municipal 
Workers, has said: ‘We can express 
dissatisfaction with the length of time 
being taken, but a strike will achieve 
nothing.’ Expressing ‘dissatisfaction’ 
will also get nothing, but strike 
action will stand some chance of 
achieving success. If they are suc¬ 
cessful, it will be a major break¬ 
through against the wage policies of 
the Government. The action of the 
busmen is also an indication that 
lessons are being learnt from the 
struggles of other workers, notably 
the dockers. Busmen employed by 
the privately-owned Ribble Bus 
Company are backing the dispute by 
not picking up or dropping pas¬ 
sengers in the city. 

The Liverpool dockers certainly 
made the Government’s policies look 
ridiculous and the busmen are in a 
good position to do likewise, but the 
claims of other municipal busmen 
are still ‘frozen’. If further legisla¬ 
tion is brought in then these busmen 
will have to think about industrial 
action, despite its being illegal, or 
submit to a State imposed wage 
freeze and a worsening standard of 
living. 

P.T. 


official support for any action the dis¬ 
trict committee might take. 

It was decided to strike and 400 
workers downed tools and stayed out 
solid until the management, after making 
dire threats,* decided to talk. 

*They even threatened to close the whole 
factory! 

They tried the ‘old soft soap’ method by 
offering Johnson a staff job—(which of 
course would have ruled out union acti¬ 
vity)—but he refused to sell out—so the 
management caved in. 

Bro. Johnson has been offered a job 
at a comparable rate to his old one and 
is eligible for a steward’s or convenor’s 
post if elected. 

It is important to record that other 
factories in the Lucas Combine made 
collections for the Liverpool lads, but 
today this kind of solidarity isn’t enough. 

Workers in a factory which is part of 
a big combine (and today there aren’t 
many outside of such groups) must 
realise that when they face the manage¬ 
ment in a dispute they are facing the 
whole forces of industrial capitalism. 
The employers are united in their organ¬ 
isations and their wealth is ready to be 
used against the working class. The 
press with a few notable exceptions is on 
their side. 

Therefore the lesson must be learned 
and learned well, the factories within 
such combines and monopolies must (via 
their shop stewards committees) link up 
to aid each other in struggle. By this 
method weak organizations can be 
strengthened. 

The lads at Joseph Lucas have shown 
the way—their determination to defeat 
management’s attacks on Trade Union¬ 
ism is an example of what can be 
achieved. T.H. 


Workers Win at loseph Lucas 
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on strike and a no-victimisation 
guarantee. The latter claim ob¬ 
viously is directly influenced by the 
recent victory of the Liverpool 
dockers. The lessons to be drawn 
from that action are plain to see. 

Both the Corporation and the 
unions have appealed to the busmen 
to return to work. The Corporation 
says that the PIB ‘will not be in¬ 
fluenced by militant action in Liver¬ 
pool’. I should say that this is about 
the only thing that will influence 
them. 

The Transport and General Wor¬ 
kers’ Union’s district passenger 
officer, Mr. Hodgson, says: ‘We are 
in a difficult position’ (you bet! the 
busmen have got the T&G over a 
barrel), but adds, ‘We have a great 
deal of sympathy with them.’ 

Mr. McLoughlin, of the National 
Union of General and Municipal 
Workers, has said: ‘We can express 
dissatisfaction with the length of time 
being taken, but a strike will achieve 
nothing.’ Expressing ‘dissatisfaction’ 
will also get nothing, but strike 
action will stand some chance of 
achieving success. If they are suc¬ 
cessful, it will be a major break¬ 
through against the wage policies of 
the Government. The action of the 
busmen is also an indication that 
lessons are being learnt from the 
struggles of other workers, notably 
the dockers. Busmen employed by 
the privately-owned Ribble Bus 
Company are backing the dispute by 
not picking up or dropping pas¬ 
sengers in the city. 

The Liverpool dockers certainly 
made the Government’s policies look 
ridiculous and the busmen are in a 
good position to do likewise, but the 
claims of other municipal busmen 
are still ‘frozen’. If further legisla¬ 
tion is brought in then these busmen 
will have to think about industrial 
action, despite its being illegal, or 
submit to a State imposed wage 
freeze and a worsening standard of 
living. 

P.T. 
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Not Paying the 
Political levy 


T^OLLOWING THE amalgamation of 
the two unions, the Sheetmetal 
Workers and Coppersmiths and the 
Heating and Domestic Engineers, of 
which the latter was not politically 
affiliated, a ballot was held on this ques¬ 
tion of affiliation. The result was that 
the new union, now called the National 
Union of Sheetmetal Workers, Copper¬ 
smiths, Heating and Domestic Engineers, 
with 76,000 members, decided to dis¬ 
affiliate from the Labour Party. The 
voting figures were 6,003 for and 9,506 
against affiliation, which shows that only 
a small minority bothered to vote at all. 

However, Mr. Buck, the General 
Secretary of the new union, expressed 
his ‘extreme political disappointment*. 
He said: ‘Unfortunately the general 
feeling of the members of the union, who 
have expressed themselves on every occa¬ 
sion in opposition to the interference in 
collective bargaining and in workers’ 
wages by restrictive legislation appears 
to have been demonstrated either by 
direct vote against affiliation or by 
abstention.’ 

Certainly many trade unionists are too 
apathetic to bother to vote on an issue, 
but at the same time, those who really 
cared for affiliation would have taken 
the trouble to vote. So it seems that 
many did vote with their feet. This will 
mean that the Labour Party will lose 
£1,699 19s. per year. 

The Heating and Domestic Engineers’ 
Union, although never affiliated to the 
Labour Party, were not well known for 
militancy. One of their rules was that 
a member may not become a shop 
steward unless he has worked for the 
company for a year. On building sites, 
where a number of the members are em¬ 
ployed, this rule often prevented the elec¬ 
tion of a good steward and therefore 
went against the democratic expressed 
wish of workers. 

WViat nrnrvnrtinn nf thf» two amalaa- 


against interference with collective bar¬ 
gaining does indicate that these Metal 
Worker members are now against affilia¬ 
tion. The new union now joins the 
Pottery Workers in not paying the poli¬ 
tical levy to the Labour Party. Coal 
miners’ lodges in some districts have also 
stopped affiliation, as well as individual 
busmen and branches since the Govern¬ 
ment froze their £1 per week rise. 
GROWING DISILLUSIONMENT 

This disaffiliation is only a small part 
of the growing disillusionment with the 
Labour Government. Those trade 
unionists and leaders, who say that 
disaffiliation means that they can no 
longer exert pressure on the Government, 
are talking rubbish. The Government 
only understands pressure exerted by the 
force of industrial action. 

We, as Anarchists, welcome the 
refusal to pay the political levy. We 
urge more workers to do it. It can be 
done quite simply on an individual basis 
by getting a form from your Branch 
Secretary and filling it in. While this is 
only a small thing, it will show that you 
are not prepared to pay money to a 
Party who are carrying out anti-work¬ 
ing class policies. 

It is a step, as far as we are concerned, 
towards realising that the problems 
affecting the working class cannot be 
solved by electing the Labour Party or 
any other Party to power. This can only 
come about by the action of the working 
class, the realisation that power lies in 
their hands and that by their conscious 
efforts they could abolish the exploita¬ 
tion of man by man. Production should 
be geared to the needs of people and the 
satisfaction of these needs should be the 
aim of the community. 

The refusal to pay the political levy 
might only be a small step in this 
direction (it might also have a purely 
selfish motive), but nevertheless it is a 

trend whirh is tn wf»lmmf»d and 
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Mr. McLoughlin, of the National 
Union of General and Municipal 
Workers, has said: 4 We can express 
dissatisfaction with the length of time 
being taken, but a strike will achieve 
nothing.’ Expressing ‘dissatisfaction’ 
will also get nothing, but strike 
action will stand some chance of 
achieving success. If they are suc¬ 
cessful, it will be a major break¬ 
through against the wage policies of 
the Government. The action of the 
busmen is also an indication that 
lessons are being learnt from the 
struggles of other workers, notably 
the dockers. Busmen employed by 
the privately-owned Ribble Bus 
Company are backing the dispute by 
not picking up or dropping pas¬ 
sengers in the city. 

The Liverpool dockers certainly 
made the Government’s policies look 
ridiculous and the busmen are in a 
good position to do likewise, but the 
claims of other municipal busmen 
are still ‘frozen’. If further legisla¬ 
tion is brought in then these busmen 
will have to think about industrial 
action, despite its being illegal, or 
submit to a State imposed wage 
freeze and a worsening standard of 
living. 

P.T. 
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official support for any action the dis¬ 
trict committee might take. 

It was decided to strike and 400 
workers downed tools and stayed out 
solid until the management, after making 
dire threats,* decided to talk. 

*They even threatened to close the whole 
factory! 

They tried the ‘old soft soap’ method by 
offering Johnson a staff job—(which of 
course would have ruled out union acti¬ 
vity)—but he refused to sell out—so the 
management caved in. 

Bro. Johnson has been offered a job 
at a comparable rate to his old one and 
is eligible for a steward’s or convenor’s 
post if elected. 

It is important to record that other 
factories in the Lucas Combine made 
collections for the Liverpool lads, but 
today this kind of solidarity isn’t enough. 

Workers in a factory which is part of 
a big combine (and today there aren’t 
many outside of such groups) must 
realise that when they face the manage¬ 
ment in a dispute they are facing the 
whole forces of industrial capitalism. 
The employers are united in their organ¬ 
isations and their wealth is ready to be 
used against the working class. The 
press with a few notable exceptions is on 
their side. 

Therefore the lesson must be learned 
and learned well, the factories within 
such combines and monopolies must (via 
their shop stewards committees) link up 
to aid each other in struggle. By this 
method weak organizations can be 
strengthened. 

The lads at Joseph Lucas have shown 
the way—their determination to defeat 
management’s attacks on Trade Union¬ 
ism is an example of what can be 
achieved. T.H. 


which the latter was not politically 
affiliated, a ballot was held on this ques¬ 
tion of affiliation. The result was that 
the new union, now called the National 
Union of Sheetmetal Workers, Copper¬ 
smiths, Heating and Domestic Engineers, 
with 76,000 members, decided to dis¬ 
affiliate from the Labour Party. The 
voting figures were 6,003 for and 9,506 
against affiliation, which shows that only 
a small minority bothered to vote at all. 

However, Mr. Buck, the General 
Secretary of the new union, expressed 
his ‘extreme political disappointment’. 
He said: ‘Unfortunately the general 
feeling of the members of the union, who 
have expressed themselves on every occa¬ 
sion in opposition to the interference in 
collective bargaining and in workers’ 
wages by restrictive legislation appears 
to have been demonstrated either by 
direct vote against affiliation or by 
abstention.’ 

Certainly many trade unionists are too 
apathetic to bother to vote on an issue, 
but at the same time, those who really 
cared for affiliation would have taken 
the trouble to vote. So it seems that 
many did vote with their feet. This will 
mean that the Labour Party will lose 
£1,699 19s. per year. 

The Heating and Domestic Engineers’ 
Union, although never affiliated to the 
Labour Party, were not well known for 
militancy. One of their rules was that 
a member may not become a shop 
steward unless he has worked for the 
company for a year. On building sites, 
where a number of the members are em¬ 
ployed, this rule often prevented the elec¬ 
tion of a good steward and therefore 
went against the democratic expressed 
wish of workers. 

What proportion of the two amalga¬ 
mated unions voted for or against has 
not been disclosed, but previous voting 


Scottish Conference 

Dear Comrades, 

Comrade Dave Coull and I are prepar¬ 
ing to call a Scottish Anarchist Confer¬ 
ence, which we have provisionally 
decided to plan for the weekend May 
14/15, probably in Glasgow. 

The movement in Scotland is in a sad 
state, only two real groups exist, Aber¬ 
deen and Glasgow. We feel that a Scot¬ 
tish Anarchist Federation is badly 
needed, particularly at present, when the 
Scottish scene is beginning to move to 
the right (Tory council victories, SNP 
vote rising, etc.). A working-class struggle 
is needed, we hope that a getting together 
of Scottish Anarchists will help to start 
it off. 

Among points we feel should be dis¬ 
cussed is the setting up of a Scottish 
Anarchist press and more action against 
US bases. We would also like to see 
more co-ordinated industrial propaganda 
carried out in Scotland and we hope that 
SWF members will support the confer¬ 
ence. Aberdeen SWF is already in 
favour. 

Perhaps Scottish comrades will write 
to me, enclosing their suggestions for an 
agenda and giving the dates they would 
prefer for the conference. 

Contact Ian S. Sutherland, 8 Esslemont 
Avenue, Aberdeen, or Dave Coull, 3 
Eskview Terrace, Ferryden, Montrose. 

Fraternally, 

Ian S. Sutherland. 


Pottery' Workers in not paying the poli¬ 
tical levy to the Labour Party. Coal 
miners’ lodges in some districts have also 
stopped affiliation, as well as individual 
busmen and branches since the Govern¬ 
ment froze their £1 per week rise. 
GROWING DISILLUSIONMENT 

This disaffiliation is only a small part 
of the growing disillusionment with the 
Labour Government. Those trade 
unionists and leaders, who say that 
disaffiliation means that they can no 
longer exert pressure on the Government, 
are talking rubbish. The Government 
only understands pressure exerted by the 
force of industrial action. 

We, as Anarchists, welcome the 
refusal to pay the political levy. We 
urge more workers to do it. It can be 
done quite simply on an individual basis 
by getting a form from your Branch 
Secretary and filling it in. While this is 
only a small thing, it will show that you 
are not prepared to pay money to a 
Party who are carrying out anti-work¬ 
ing class policies. 

It is a step, as far as we are concerned, 
towards realising that the problems 
affecting the working class cannot be 
solved by electing the Labour Party or 
any other Party to power. This can only 
come about by the action of the working 
class, the realisation that power lies in 
their hands and that by their conscious 
efforts they could abolish the exploita¬ 
tion of man by man. Production should 
be geared to the needs of people and the 
satisfaction of these needs should be the 
aim of the community. 

The refusal to pay the political levy 
might only be a small step in this 
direction (it might also have a purely 
selfish motive), but nevertheless it is a 
trend which is to be welcomed and 
encouraged. 

P.T. 
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Dossier on 
Police Violence 

I am compiling a dossier of informa¬ 
tion on Sunday’s Vietnam demonstration 
with particular regard to police violence, 
searching of coaches, trumped-up charges. 
Special Branch activity and the like. I 
would be grateful for any information 
on these matters to be sent to the follow¬ 
ing address: 

Ron Bailey, 

128 Hainault Road, 
Leytonstone, E.ll. 


Freedom Next week: 

‘The Wild Cat’ 

by 

Brian & Celia Behan 

A searching analysis in human and 
dramatic form of life and struggle on a 
building site. Full text of play broadcast 
by BBC. 

‘This is what it is like to work with 
mud up to your knees’—P. Turner. 

Order extra copies now! 


s, 17a Maxwell Road, London, S.W.6. 





